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Upcoming Events
February
3—Adoration
4-5—Blessing of Throats
11—Valentine’s Dinner
11-12—Blessing of Marriages
17-18—RE Retreat
26—Youth Breakfast
28—Fat Tuesday Dinner
March
1 –Ash Wednesday
3—Adoration
3,10,17,24,31—Lenten Dinners
10-12—Confirmation Retreat at St. Meinrad
26—Youth Breakfast
April
7-8—24 Hour Adoration
9—Seder Supper
13—Holy Thursday
14—Good Friday
15—Easter Vigil
16—Easter Egg Hunt
18—Confirmation
22—Catechist Meeting
22—KofC Mini-Monte
29—First Communion
Dad’s resolution: Last year
when I called my parents
to wish them a happy New
Year, my dad answered the
phone. "Well, Dad, what’s
your New Year’s resolution?", I asked him. "To
make your mother as happy as I can all year," he answered proudly. Then
mom got on, and I said,
"What’s your resolution,
Mom?" "To see that your
dad keeps his New Year’s
resolution."
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What’s Happening at St. Thomas
Parish Council
The Parish Council welcomed
their newest members, Jonnie
Gehring and Jay Campbell. We
thank them for their willingness to accept the call to
serve. We also held elections
for the leadership roles, and
Marvin Massey is the new
President, Pat Cairns is Vice
President, and Chad Hanna is
Secretary. Finally, the council's long range planning project is in full swing. We held a
small focus group to get an
idea about what issues were
on our parish's minds, and we
will use that information to
help lead the discussion during a town hall style meeting
in October. Please look for
invitations that will be sent
out at the end of September.
Church Windows have been
painted and plastic covers will
be re-installed soon.
Spiritual Life Committee:
Upcoming Activities:
Blessing of Throats - Feb
4th/5th
Blessing of Marriages - Feb
11th/12th
Ash Wednesday - March 1st
Lenten Reconciliation—March
9th at 7 PM
A Lenten Day trip is being
planned with more info to
come.
24hr Adoration is
planned for April 7th & 8th.

Have a Blessed
New Year

Women's Club:
The ladies of the Women's
Club just enjoyed an evening
out for dinner in December. At
this time, they also decided to
make some charitable donations to: Community Sharing,
the Giving Tree, Shop with a
Cop, and Harper's Love. They
are getting ready for their next
Crop Day which will be on Saturday, January 28th. If you
would like to spend some time
scrap booking with other enthusiasts consider signing up
for Crop Day. There is more
information on that in the bulletin.

Religious Education:
The committee is busy preparing for the reception for our
RCIA Candidate, Danny Rigdon.
Theresa Werking reported that
the RE classes are going well
and attendance is around 80%.
She will be sending a letter to
all parents encouraging better
attendance. She is busy preparing for the upcoming retreats that will be offered in
February for all the students.
Theresa is hoping for help from
our older students in planning
and implementing this retreat.
She is also in the beginning
stages of planning for VBS for
this summer. She reported
Finance/Building & Grounds that she was very happy with
Committee:
our RCIA Candidate and all the
On November 15th, Joe Han- mentors helping with this proson resigned from the Finance gram.
Committee after serving two
terms as Committee ChairSt. Ann’s Club:
man. Chris Loudenback will St. Anne's Club meets (weather
assume the role of the Fi- permitting) at 1PM on the secnance Committee Chairman. ond Wednesday of each
Mike Tinnel and Matt Dicker- month. Conversation starts
son volunteered to represent immediately while dealing
the Finance Committee on the cards and trying to remember
Long Range Planning Com- how to play the game...most
mittee that will need to be often Eucher. Eventually, reformed to coordinate long freshments are served to reterm planning for the St vive energy so we may continThomas Church. The Hall fur- ue chatting about every possinace, which is 20-30 years old, ble subject. It ends after nine
will probably need replaced rounds of play or when somebefore next winter with a larg- one HAS to leave. Hugs follow
er more efficient HVAC unit to to amend any hurt feelings and
replace both the furnace and the house is empty and very
air conditioning. The new win- quiet about 4:30. We would
dow covers and all hall and welcome more players. We
church landscaping will be have fun and a few laughs are
completed this spring.
always good for us.

Dear St Thomas Family,

“Blessed are those who do not see and yet believe”
Happy New Year to all the readers of the Good Samaritan. The year of 2017 is going to be a year
of discernment for St. Thomas parishioners, to look at how we are going to grow in the next ten
years. Kelly Mirgeaux has guided us to look into new avenues for our growth through facilitation
of a Town Hall Meeting. A copy of the results is available in the back of the church. So this year
each of us must ask in prayer “Lord what do you want me to do for St. Thomas”? Every parishioner must cultivate a sense of belongingness to St. Thomas, and a sincere support to its ministries and activities. Your regular attendance and participation on Sunday Masses is very important to support the parish financially. Last week when I
visited Mary Weir (107) was regretfully telling me “Father in 74 years this is the first time I missed Christmas Midnight
mass”. She was sick so she could not come to midnight Mass. If 107 year old Mary can come to Church regularly why do I
not see many of our parishioners on Sunday? She is a great model to teach our children the importance of going to one’s
parish for Sunday masses.
I am glad that our January edition of the Good Samaritan is out. I thank all the staff and the May God Bless You All,
communication committee for their coordinated work to do this great job of editing and Fr. George Nangachaiveettil
printing and getting them into your homes and hands.

ADMINISTRATOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
“Every new beginning comes from some other beginnings end.” That is a lyric from one of my
favorite songs I frequently find myself humming when I find myself feeling nostalgic for my college
days. I also find it a comforting thought when faced with change. I have been your ARE now for over
18 months. In the beginning, I tried to resist the temptation to bring about change to our program to
quickly and opt for a period of evaluation. I love new beginnings and I knew that change would be
necessary to create the dynamic and exciting program I envision. Some things I am trying are coming
easily, others are a bit slower to catch on. That’s okay. I think Rosary Workshop Sunday back in October was a success and there is always room for improvement. Peace Sunday last weekend was also a fun morning with
the students. I hope they told you all about it. Those are some of the programming changes/additions I have made.
There have also been some administrative changes. Hopefully, those changes have not been to distressing.
I have a couple of ideas that I would like to develop. The first one is to include all of the youth in our program in
one great weekend retreat! The dates for this retreat will be Friday, February 17 and Saturday, February 18. An itinerary
for this weekend will be coming SOON. Due to some of the costs to provide this opportunity RSVP’s will be required to
plan appropriately. Please mark your calendars.
The second event will be Vacation Bible School 2017. The dates for VBS will be June 9, 10 and 11. June 9th is my
birthday and the anniversary of my employment as ARE. I can think of no better gift than a fantastic turn out!
We have one RCIA candidate this year, Danny Rigdon. Despite the small class, we have had many great theological discussions and I am very pleased. If you are interested in becoming an RCIA mentor or helping to expand our adult faith formation opportunities, please
send me your ideas and requests.
This past week I was invited to sit in on the
monthly meeting with the North Deanery DRE’s and
PLC’s. WOW! They are an organized group. I will be
gathering the East Deanery folks to share with and
learn from each other. Wish me luck.
I worked with Maya Watt, Children’s Liturgy
of the Word Coordinator, this week. She is doing a
great job. We continue to work together to strengthen the program and help our volunteers deliver a
quality CLOW program.
You all have fantastic chilGodspeed,
dren. Thank you for making my
Confirmation Class
Theresa Werking
job such a pleasure.

Religious Education Catechists
We’d like to thank all the people that volunteer their time and talent in
the service of the parish. There are many ways that we can help out
and we’ll be trying to highlight each of our committee’s in future newsletters.
Catechists are listed below for each grade level. After High School is a
challenging time for our children’s faith. It is increasingly tested today
in many ways and college is often a difficult place to navigate while
maintaining the faith. The people below do their best to instill the
right foundations of the Catholic Faith, but they need each parent to
build on that teaching and live the Catholic faith to be the examples
they need.
Pictured to the right is the Religious Education Committee: Left to
right, Jared Jackson, Theresa Werking, Leah Sears, Rosemary Ritchie,
Stephanie Garst, Jenny Spencer, Deacon Frank Klauder. Not pictured:
Jeff Young, Kathi Dickerson
ADMINISTRATION
Theresa Werking
Lisa Apo
Zavier Dunham

Preschool/Kindergarten/ Second Grade:
First Grade:
Christine Dudley
Leah Sears
Nicole Hanna
Sarah Burns

Seventh/Eighth Grade: Ninth Grade:
Wes Nicholson
Tony Lewis
Keith Gaskill
Joan DeWael

Third/Fourth Grade:
Rhonda Urban
Dawn Page

Fifth/Sixth Grade:
Sue Metzger
Jamie Day

Soph. Confirmation: Jr. Confirmation:
Children’s Liturgy
Dave Garst
Stephanie & Bill Garst Maya Watt
Karen Kemerly
Violeta Watt

Christmas Dinner
& Play

Giving Tree

St. Thomas Christmastime
Festivities

Long Range Planning
In 2016, St. Thomas enlisted the help of a
facilitator to aid in a visioning process to
help establish goals and priorities for the
next 5 years. Front Porch Discussions, a
Town Hall
Meeting, and a
Survey were all
accomplished and
recommendations
were provided
based on the feedback. The next step is to form a long range planning committee,
which is almost complete. This group will begin a more detailed
discussion to consider the physical and spiritual growth of the parish to serve parishioners and the surrounding community. Please
pray for those on the committee that they open their hearts to
allow the Holy Spirit to lead them in the right direction.

In December, the St.
Thomas Knights of Columbus Council 15712
held a Coat Drive and
we helped out with
judging the Keep
Christ in Christmas
Poster Contest. We
also donated to the
yearly Giving Tree to
help purchase items
needed. Every 5th
Saturday of the
Month, the Knights fill
all the positions needed to celebrate mass.

Pro-Life Coordinator
In October, I attended the Gabriel Project training workshop at St. John Vianney to learn more about the project. I am
discerning whether we at St. Thomas should take steps to determine if we would want to become a participating parish.
If anyone has any thoughts or feedback on that, I would appreciate hearing from you.
The Office of Pro-Life and Family Life invites all married couples of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis to a special celebration to honor the sanctity of marriage on
February 12, 2017 at 10:30 am at Ss. Peter and Paul Cathedral. Msgr. William
Stumpf will celebrate the Mass. There will be a light lunch held after the Mass
across the street at the Catholic Center in Assembly Hall. Recognition will be given to the longest and most recent marriages as well as those couples married for 60 years or more. The event is free of
charge, but registration is required by January 30, 2017. If you have questions, please contact Keri Carroll at kcarroll@archindy.org or (317) 236-1521.
Janice Weber

Prayer & Minimalism
I was trying to find something to write about for Christmas-time and I began thinking about how to express the contentment that prayer is growing in our lives. I’m so happy to pray with my wife and 8 year old when we put her to bed at
night. It’s so sweet to see our 2 year old folding her little hands together and prompting us to pray at dinner time. She
attempts the sign of the cross, but it’s going to take her a while. Not growing up Catholic, I didn’t have prayer very often
in my life. To be able to give our daughters a prayer life so early is very fulfilling, but we know we’ll have to be diligent
and keep prayer active throughout their teen years and thereafter.
I then happened to click on a documentary called Minimalism on TV. The very first images they showed were people being released into stores on Black Friday to get to the “things” they “needed” for Christmas. The topic of the show covered people moving into tiny houses to simply minimizing all the stuff around them. We recently moved into a smaller
house than we used to have and it’s been good purging things that we didn’t really need. We still have a storage shed
that we need to move, but it’s interesting to see how long we’ve been without all that stuff. The show expressed how
ridiculous it is that the storage industry is over 2 billion dollars a year. This is really the only time we’ve had to use storage and it’s actually been a good thing to move to a smaller house and have so many things away from us to see how
little we really need many of those items. A couple years ago my wife decided our Christmas gifts to our kids would be
just four, one want, one to wear, one need, and one to read. I like that we’ve minimalized the number of items our kids
get and we’ve focused more on important and useful gifts. Now the bigger challenge, getting family and friends to stop
giving so much. The takeaway from the show was, “Love people and use things, because the opposite never works.”
Kevin Sears

