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Upcoming Events
May
25—Bible Study 1:30
28—Ascension of the Lord
31—Parish Council
June
2—Adoration—1-5:30pm
3—K of C Fish Fry
4—Pentecost
4—Deacon Frank Retirement Party
9-11—Vacation Bible
School
11—Parish Picnic
18—Solemnity of Corpus
Christi
23—Solemnity of the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus
25—Reception for Tony
Lewis’ Diaconate Ordination
July
3—Feast of St. Thomas the
Apostle
7—Adoration—1-5:30pm
26—Parish Council
29—Festival Setup
August
1-4—Festival Setup
4—Adoration—1-5:30pm
4—Monte Carlo Night
5—Festival
6—Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord
6—Festival Cleanup
11—Catechist Retreat
13—RE Parent Meeting
Confirmation Parent
Meeting
15—Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
26-27—Food for the Poor
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What’s Happening at St. Thomas
Parish Council
The Finance Committee presented a bid for painting the
inside of the church. Also, a
bid from one company to
replace all the carpet in the
church, as well as potentially
replacing just the center
aisle, across the front, and
the entry. Some hard floor
options with sound deadening will be reviewed. At least
one more bid for painting
and flooring, need to be received.
Finance/Building & Grounds
Committee:
In March, we revised the Hall
Rental Fee schedule with the
addition of liability insurance
requirements. This recommendation was sent to the
Parish Council for approval.
They should have the final
draft. The balance of the
landscaping and church window project will be completed this spring as weather permits. We are soliciting quotes
on plaster work and painting
that is needed in the church.
Also the carpet in the aisle
way of the church is showing
wear and developing wrinkles. We are looking at flooring options to remedy the
problem. Committee budgets
have been turned in for review by the Finance Committee. After our review the
combined budget will be sent
to the Parish Council in may
for final approval.

Deacon Frank Retirement
This June Deacon Frank will be
retiring from the diaconate.
We want to thank him for the
10 years of service he’s given
St. Thomas Parish and the surrounding Fortville Community.
Deacon will retire with full faculties, meaning he will still be
able to perform the same duties on an ad hoc basis.
Deacon Frank’s first job was in
Philadelphia in 1960 as a Floorman at Nabisco. Doing the
math, he’s been working for 57 years. Five years later, he began working for the Philadelphia Police Department where he
reached the rank of Corporal. One notable correlation between Philly PD and a Deacon is that the three words on the
their badge read, Honor Integrity Service. Those are some
of the same qualities that come to mind when I think of Deacon Frank. Deacon was with the Philly PD for 10 years. He
then worked at a trucking and warehouse company, controlling daily operations and logistics for 20 years. In
June 1989, he was ordained while at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church in
Bensalem, PA. In 1996, he went to
work for MetLife as a Financial Representative and was there for 11 years
and then retired. How many people
can say they’ve retired twice? In all, he served as a Deacon in
Pennsylvania for 18 years. After the passing of his wife, he
moved to Fortville in 2007 to be with his daughter and family.
Since then, Deacon has served as Chaplain for the Greenfield
and Fortville Police Departments. He continues to represent
the parish in the Fortville/
McCordsville Chamber of Commerce.
He helps raise more and more every
year for the Kenneth Butler soup
Kitchen and tries to reach out to other great causes in the surrounding
community. He serves as Chaplain
for the St. Thomas Knights of Columbus Council. Please thank Deacon for
his many years of service and wish
him the best during retirement #2.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“Working for the Lord doesn’t pay much, but the retirement plan is out of this world”
This is what I read when I entered our sacristy first time on the top of
the fridge. After three years at St. Thomas as a pastor, I understood that
the phenomenal success of our parish is ever increasing dedication and
enthusiasm of the Parish Volunteers. “Volunteers don’t get paid, not
because they are worthless, but because they’re priceless” Sherry Anderson
Our staff also works hard with extra time to co-ordinate the parish activities. We have a Communication Committee who collects information, edits, and prints the newsletter. Our St.
Thomas festival also has a great team of volunteers.
Deacon Frank who has been serving our Parish more than 12 years, is retiring. A Deacon is also
a voluntary minister. He has taken active retirement while looking forward to continue to serve
the Church. He served our Parish generously and joyfully. He made a difference to our Parish through his homilies, assisting sacraments, and of course by his presence. Please check with the Lord in prayer to see where you can become a
St. Thomas volunteer? When you share your talents, you are glorifying God with your gift, because God is the author of
every gift we possess. “What we are is a gift from God and what we become is our gift to God”. I appreciate our Communication Committee to edit and print our Newsletter always on time. God will bless abundantly those who support our
Church financially, spiritually, and with one’s talents. When we hold in our hands the newsletter, “Good Samaritan”, is it not a reminder that we must think and act like a good Samari- God Bless You,
Fr. George Nangachiveettil
tan in our parish? (Luke 10, 25-37)

ADMINISTRATOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
My ministry as ARE and every other ministry within the Catholic church is about details, details, details. There are many details to every liturgical season, sacramental celebration, spiritual
experience and faithful observance. Sometimes there are an overwhelming amount of details to
consider. Ever wonder how it all gets pulled together? Did you know there were so many details?
Credit must be given where credit is due. As liturgical/choir director Stephanie has in depth
knowledge of liturgical observances. From coordinating every liturgical celebration to caring for the
altar to decorating properly to choosing the corresponding music she never misses a beat (a little musical pun). Stephanie
orders supplies for the altar, arranges the ministry schedule and literally countless others tasks. There are a lot of liturgical details to say the least and I am sure I have not done her ministry justice. What I really want you to know is that I am
thankful for Stephanie’s wealth of knowledge, sacrifice and devotion.
The spiritual life committee works alongside the director of the liturgy and the music director to bring us enriching spiritual experiences like adoration, rosary, etc. The women’s club pitches in to support these efforts as well. Our
talented catechists plan lessons, prepare the students for sacraments and teach them to be observant of these liturgical
customs. Of course, we could still have First Communion, Baptism, Confirmation or even celebrate Mass without all the
hype and ceremony but would it be as memorable and meaningful? There is the enormous amount of attention to detail
that goes into every celebration and worship experience. I think now more than ever we need these details. We work in
unison as a community to knit these details together to form these beautiful celebrations that reflect our catholic faith
and provide for the spiritual needs of our parish. We need the practices of our Catholic culture to both set us apart in the
world and to bond us together in the world. What I really want you to know is how proud I am to be Catholic.
This year Holy Week and our sacramental season were condensed into a very short period of time. Turning everything around quickly takes a great deal of focus, knowledge and energy. Never are the abilities of our parish so evident
than under those circumstances. It is truly an act of devotion and sacrifice by everyone involved. I would be remiss without acknowledging the dedication and participation of our spiritual leaders, Fr. George and Deacon Frank in all of these
liturgical observances. We are strengthened and inspired by your guidance and leadership. No one person or group is
more important than the other in coordinating these details. Thank you to everyone who helped in any way. I have
learned so much about our shared faith from all of you. What I really want you to know is that you are changing me.
Simply……thank you.
Vacation Bible School is Friday, June 9 from 8am to 6pm, Saturday, June 10 from 10am to 4pm and God Speed,
finishes on Sunday, June 11 with 10:45 Mass lead by the children and followed by the parish picnic. Theresa Werking
I hope you will all join us. Register by June 3.

Saints - St. Anthony of Padua: The Saint of Miracles
The Catholic Church considers anyone who goes to heaven a saint. Official saints, on the other hand, are men and women
who lived lives worthy of recognition, honor and imitation. The saints serve as examples for the faithful who struggle to
reconcile their human natures with their spiritual aspirations. The saints were all human, with their own vulnerabilities,
but by the grace of God they were able to overcome their shortcomings.
St. Anthony was born in Lisbon, Portugal in 1195 AD. He is the Patron Saint of finding lost items and his Feast Day is June
13th. Saint Anthony was known for his remarkable speaking abilities which earned him the title of “the Ark of the Testament” from Pope Gregory IX. He had a real talent for winning many souls through the art of
persuasion from the pulpit. So eloquently did he preach that on one occasion, when a town of
heretics obstinately refused to listen to him, Anthony preached to the fish in the nearby lake.
The fish in great multitude lined up in rows and columns and popped their heads out of the
water, as if to listen to the great orator. When the town folk saw the miraculous event, they
decided to listen for themselves and were soon converted back to the faith.
Anthony is the patron saint you go to whenever something (or someone) is lost. Anthony’s
prayer book was missing one day, and he prayed to God that he find it. Turns out that a novice stole the book and ran off, intending to leave religious life and sell the book for money. As
soon as Anthony prayed, however the novice had a change of heart, repented of his sin, and
returned the book and himself to the friary. Since then, Catholics have invoked St Anthony to
find lost car keys, eyeglasses, and all kinds of items, not to mention a missing person or two.
Tony, Tony, look around. Something's lost and must be found!
You can also substitute the name of the article you're looking for (e.g., my rosary, my car keys,
my student) for the word 'Something.'
(From the book “Saints for Dummies”)
Please welcome our New Parishioners:
February- Ron & Julie Warnecke
March – Matthew & Jennifer Buchs
April – James & Cecilia Blackburn
Baptisms:
Matthew Thomas VanSickle on Feb. 18, 2017
Son of Daniel & Erin VanSickle
Natalie Joan Scott on March 12, 2017
Daughter of Matthew & Breanna Scott

Festival News
We are now gearing up for our 35th Annual Summer Festival. The leadership Committee have
been busy asking people to chair the different
booths and asking for volunteers to help work
that day. If you have not had a chance to volunteer, there are signup
sheets in the back of church. It takes a lot of workers that day to keep
the Festival going and it is A LOT OF FUN!! Please mark your calendars
for Saturday, August 5th and Monte Carlo the night before. Invite your
family and friends and come have a really fun filled day!

Youth Group
The youth group had a great time at the Hamilton Town Center
Theater on March 26th. After each student saw the movie of
their choice we went to Bella Pizzeria for some delicious pizza and
to talk about what their thoughts were on their choices of movies.
This is the year for the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC)
in downtown Indianapolis, November 19-22. If you are in the 8th
grade now or in high school, we are inviting and encouraging you
to please consider attending this conference. If you have ever felt
like you have any doubts about your faith then attending this conference will help you strengthen your faith. You will be attending
a 3 day conference with over 25,000 other high schoolers from
around the world. There are games, service projects, guest
speakers and a mass bigger than you have ever seen before. If
you are even slightly interested, I encourage you to go to http://www.ncyc.info/promovideos and watch the 3 videos that
will show you more about what NCYC is all about.
If you would like to attend or would like more information, there will be an information/sign up meeting June 4th at 7 pm
at the church hall or you can contact Kathi Dickerson at thumperaf@hrtc.net or 317-468-3380 for any questions.

Long Range Planning Committee
This committee has met twice since our last Newsletter. The first meeting was
fruitful and produced a lot of good ideas about first steps to define the scope of
what we’d have to work with. The first step was to meet with the town and understand where the town is heading with road updates and other future changes.
Two changes that will affect us are a walking path that’s planned to start at the
corner of Garden St. and Maple St.. See the red line in the images to the right. It
would run along our property on the west side of Maple and would extend down
to the Mt. Vernon School Campus. This would take a little of our land, but a walking path was something around part of our church property that had been suggested. It would also be something attractive that would bring the surrounding community by our church to see all our smiling faces.
The second potential update is an extension of SR13 south to connect into 200W &
Fortville Pike. One item we needed to know is whether we could potentially close
off Garden St. between Merrill and Maple. This didn’t seem to be a likely option
because 1000N/Garden is considered a main artery. Despite this, other options,
like walking lights, are possible additions to make crossing the street safer. The
SR13 to 200W connection would also lessen the likely hood of heavy traffic and

Pro-Life Coordinator
13 Reasons Why and Suicide Prevention
Catholic News Agency published an article where we learned, "Suicide is the third leading cause of death among young
people between the ages of 10 and 24, according to the CDC. Studies show that publicized suicides may also trigger a
ripple effect of additional suicides within communities" (CNA Article, Catholic leaders urge extreme caution for new
Netflix series). With these statistics and knowing that our youth are often binge watching 13 Reasons Why (the Netflix
original series), we urgently want to equip you with tools and resources as you are likely in the front lines with young
people facing these issues.
As a proactive response, we want to equip youth leaders, teachers, campus ministers, and administrators with plot information, discussion questions when teens talk about the show, basic symptoms and warning signs of suicide, steps
you can take, and community resources through a recorded webinar with Scott Seibert, MSW, LCSW. Mr. Seibert is the
Marriage and Family Enrichment Coordinator for the Archdiocese. He brings nearly a decade of clinical experience,
mainly working with youth and families.
Information and a link to the webinar is available at http://www.archindyym.com/13reasons.
Janice Weber

On February 11th, the Knights hosted the Valentine’s Day Dinner. It was
sold out and everyone had a great time. Fat Tuesday Dinner, on February
28th, offered some great Cajon food. The Knights hosted a Mini Monte
Carlo night on April 22nd. The event was a success, but we hope to grow
in attendance each year. Nationally, the KofC organizes a 40 Cans for Lent
campaign. Our Council took part in this effort and collected over 1200 cans of food.
We also hosted the Mother’s Day Breakfast on May 14th.
Be sure to join us on June 3rd for our annual Fish Fry.
The St. Thomas Council is growing and we welcome any practicing Catholic men to
inquire about membership to get involved in our charitable efforts. Contact Fritz
Fentz or ask around and any Knight can get you a membership form. The events we
host are either planned for specific charitable giving or proceeds may go toward other charities in the community or that the KofC support nationally.

Augustine Institute/Lighthouse Catholic Media Kiosk & Formed
Through two generous donations, St. Thomas now
has two new ways to learn more about our faith,
grow spiritually, and evangelize.
The first is a kiosk purchased from Augustine Institute/Lighthouse Catholic Media. It will be located in
the back of church and will contain Audio CD’s, Booklets, and Books. A donation box is built
into the kiosk and recommended donation amounts of $2 for Booklets, $3 for CD’s, and $4-6
for Books will help cover the cost of replenishing the supply. If you see something you’d like
to take, please feel free to share it with any lapsed Catholics or non-Catholics.
The second donation allowed St. Thomas to get
a one year subscription to FORMED. FORMED is
revolutionary digital platform that gives your
parish unprecedented access to video-based study programs, feature films,
audio presentations, and eBooks from the Church’s foremost presenters. If
you are a parishioner at St. Thomas, then you can go to Formed.org and register using the code, PJR9PB. The parish subscription extends to all St. Thomas parishioners, so please don’t share the code with other parishes. However, if you see
something that might help a lapsed Catholic or non-Catholic by removing misconceptions about the Catholic faith, then please share for evangelization purposes. I encourage every parishioner to register and check it out.
Spiritual Life Committee:
The Spiritual Life Committee has been
working on Lenten Season and Easter
Season Liturgies and also preparing
the meal for the First Communion
Brunch. The next activity on their
schedule is the Parish Picnic on Sunday, June 11th following the 10:45 am
mass. With the picnic this year we are
combining multiple activities: this will
be the conclusion of VBS, so there will
be a few activities including those students and we will also include Anticipation for St. Thomas Feast Day. Included in the feast day activities will
be: having one of the reading that Sunday include a reading about our patron
saint, St. Thomas, and we will be asking everyone to bring a dish to share
from their own ethnic background.
Please mark your calendar and come
join in the fun at the picnic. The committee will also be hosting the reception for Tony Lewis on June 25th celebrating his ordination to the Diaconate. The committee held elections for
new officers, thank you to Wes Nicholson for his many years as chairman
and welcome to Eran McCarty the new
chairman. Also thank you to Tony Lewis who will continue on as secretary.

Women's Club:
The ladies of the Women’s Club
have been busy with the Lenten
Dinners offered on the Fridays of
Lent. They want to thank all who
came and ate and especially
those who donated a dessert or
salad or helped in any way.
THANK YOU! The ladies also
made lunch for the East Deanery
Priest meeting that was hosted
by St. Thomas in April, and fixed
the meal for the Confirmation
Brunch, honoring our newly Confirmed. They are also sponsoring
one of the scholarships that will
be given to graduating seniors.
The ladies have also had some
activities at their meetings such
as: wine and canvas, planting
flower pots, making jewelry and
this month, having a Tea Party.
The ladies have so much fun
hosting all these events and
would always welcome some
new faces for our meetings and
events.

Religious Education:
Our Religious Education Committee has been
helping support both Theresa Werking as Administrator of Faith Formation and Kathi Dickerson
as Youth Minister and the many programs that
these two administer to. They hosted the reception for Danny Rigdon, who entered the Catholic
Church at the Easter Vigil, helped Theresa with
her budget for the coming year and held elections for new officers. Thank you to Jenny Spencer for her many years as Chairman and Stephanie Garst as Secretary and welcome to Jeff Young
who will be the new chairman of the committee,
also welcome to Jared Jackson the new ViceChairman and to Leah Sears the new Secretary.
St. Anne’s Club:
St. Anne's Club continues to meet every second
Wednesday of the month at 1pm. Pat has left
us, but we found a replacement when Sally said,
“Okay”. We do well at keeping score, have a
visual aid to remind us which suit is trump and
still looking for some way to indicate who is the
next dealer. Perhaps paying more attention
would help. Discussions can be lengthy. Hugs
and smiles are a MUST before departing… like a
prayer in action. Fun is had by all and we look
forward to next month’s meeting.

Easter Mass

Confirmation

2016-2017 Religious
Education Programs

Promise to Keep
Presentation; 2017
Winter RE Retreat

Easter Vigil
RCIA—Danny
Rigdon

