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Upcoming Events  What’s Happening at St. Thomas 
January 
31—Parish Council 
February 
1—K of C 
2—Adoration-12:30-2pm 
7—Spiritual Life 
10—Valentine’s Dinner 
13—Fat Tuesday 
14—Ash Wednesday 
14—St. Anne’s Club 
15—K of C 
15-18— RE Retreat 
16—Lenten Dinner 
20—Finance/Bld. Grounds 
21—Women’s Club 
23—Lenten Dinner 
28—Parish Council 
March 
1—K of C 
2—Adoration 12:30-6pm 
2—Lenten Dinner 
2-4—St. Meinrad Retreat 
7—Spiritual Life 
9—Lenten Dinner 
14—St. Anne’s 
14—RE Committee 
15—K of C 
16—Lenten Dinner 
20—Finance/Bld. Grounds 
21—Women’s Club 
22—Penance Service-7pm 
23-24—Perp. Adoration 
23—Lenten Dinner 
24—Seder Supper 
28—Parish Council 
29—Holy Thursday 
30—Good Friday 
April 
1—Easter 
4—Spiritual Life 
5—Confirmation 
5—K of C 
6—Adoration-12:30-6pm 
11—St. Anne’s Club 
17—Finance/Bld. Grounds 
18—Women’s Club 
19—K of C 
25—Parish Council 

Parish Council 
Fr. George reported another 
new bench is being donated 
for the prayer garden.   Also, 
quotes are being gathered 
for re-flooring the Parish 
Hall with something wear 
and water resistant other 
than carpet.  The Parish 
Council will meet again Jan-
uary 31st. 
 

Finance/Building & 
Grounds Committee: 

We have been reviewing 
quotes for landscaping in-
cluding stamped concrete 
edging and additional trees 
and shrubs to enhance the 
church campus appearance. 
We have purchased a 75’ TV 
for the hall for video 
presentations.  The parking 
lot is in need of resealing 
when weather is appropri-
ate.  We are researching 
options for flooring replace-
ment in the hall.  January’s 
agenda included discussion 
on landscaping, adding a fan 
in the cry room and parking 
lot resealing.  
 
 
 

 

Spiritual Life Committee: 
The Christmas Party was held 
on December 2nd.  The even-
ing included good food, fel-
lowship, and a great skit by 
our parish's children.  Thank 
you to everyone that brought 
food and helped with the par-
ty!  Another "thank you" to all 
who helped decorate the 
church following the 10:45 
AM Mass on Christmas 
Eve.  Many hands certainly 
made for lighter work.  The 
Parish Giving Tree went very 
well.  Thank you to all who 
helped to provide gifts and 
food for families in 
need.  Those families were 
very appreciative of the gen-
erosity shown by the parish.  
 

Religious Education: 
In December, there were sev-
eral events that helped both 
the youth and adults of our 
parish prepare for Christ-
mas.  The RE children had a 
visit from both Saint Nicholas 
and Santa, as well as the op-
portunity to participate in the 
Christmas Skit at the annual 
Christmas party.  There was 
also an opportunity to have 
Advent Wreaths blessed by 
Father George.  We are still in 
the process of finding some-
one to step forward to be our 
next Youth Minister.  
 
"Nothing, how little so ever it 
be, if it is suffered for God's 
sake, can pass without merit 
in the sight of God." -- Thomas 
a Kempis  

St. Anne’s Club: 
St. Anne’s ladies met again on 
the 2nd Wed. of the month for a 
fun filled afternoon of Euchre 
and chatter.  Anyone else in the 
Parish who has Wed. afternoons 
free and would like to join us is 
very welcome.  Call Lois Hanson 
317-485-4692. 
 

Women’s  Club: 
The ladies have had a very busy 
past couple of months and busy 
months to come. They hosted a 
Crop Day in November. This is a 
scrapbooking event that is used 
to raise money for future activi-
ties and events the ladies are 
having. In December the ladies 
made a number of donations to 
area charities: Community Shar-
ing, Kenneth Butler Soup Kitch-
en, Giving Tree and Shop with a 
Cop here in Fortville. In January 
they hosted the Trivia Night 
which raised $900 to support the 
Scholarships for our High School 
Seniors. Coming soon will be our 
meatless Lenten Dinners on the 
Fridays of Lent. Consider going 
to the Stations of the Cross at 
5:00 pm and then over to eat in 
the Parish Hall at 5:30 pm. A free 
will offering is taken. Also in Feb-
ruary, the Women’s Club will be 
having a baby shower for Birth-
line at their meeting. If anyone 
would like to purchase some 
items for Birthline at that time, 
we will be running the items 
downtown a few weeks later. All 
women are invited to join us. 
Our meetings are on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month at 7 
pm in the Parish Hall.  

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 



 
Dear Saint Thomas Family, 

 
Greetings! Let us pray meaningfully every day the prayer “Our Father ” 

 
Pope Francis sure has a way of stirring things up. His latest curve ball is his thoughts about the Eng-

lish translation of the Lord’s Prayer. As usual, the secular media has it confused. The Holy Father 
has no intention of “changing the words” to the Our Father. The Holy Father is simply saying that 

the English translation of the Lord’s Prayer could be better. He is speaking about the line that goes “lead us not into 
temptation.” Why would God “lead us into temptation?” Pope Francis is saying that other languages, like French, have a 

clearer translation that goes something like “do not allow us to be tempted” or “lead us away from temptation.” No pope 
or anybody else would have the authority to change the words to the Lord’s Prayer. Our Lord Himself composed it. Of 
course, poor old Martin Luther actually did change Scripture. He omitted the passages of the Bible that he did not like.  

 
Please do not neglect our daily prayer before meals or when you get up in the morning.  

Let us not end our day without an our Father. 
Try to increase a sense of belongingness to St Thomas, through sharing your time, tal-

ent ,and treasure. 

God Bless You,   
Fr. George Nangachiveettil 

ADMINISTRATOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 Psalm 147:4 “He numbers the stars, and knows them by name.”  This is one of my favorite scripture verses and to 
what I aspire.  I have always been horrible with names especially with kid’s names.  But, knowing 
someone’s name is very important.  It shows that you value that person and your relationship with 
them.  I know how good it makes me feel when someone I have recently met remembers my name 
right away and addresses me by it early in our relationship. God created us in his image to be unique 
and special.  The names that we are given signify that uniqueness.  I try really hard to learn the 
names of all the kids in our programs because they are important to me.  We have 65 kids in our 
program.  Add in parents, brothers and sisters, catechists, RCIA’ers and the rest of our parishioners, 
it all adds up to a lot of stars with names. I must admit I am still struggling with two or three names 
yet this year.  I want all of your children to know that they are special to God and that I recognize their unique and special 
God given qualities.  I also want them to know that I recognize when they come to RE having a bad day, not feeling well 
or are asked to participate in a task that might be a little less than fun (ACRE) or when they are absent.  Sadness and 
struggles are a part of life.  I see your kids even if only out of the corner of my eye.  I am aware.  Not like God is aware but 
still I am trying.  Trust in God.  He made you.  He named you.  He is aware of what you need.  I, myself, am struggling with 
a little seasonal gloominess this week.  But, God gave me something to lift my spirits.  I received some very nice compli-
ments from the parents at our meeting on Sunday and some very insightful comments as well.  I had a very pleasant visit 
from Matt Faley from the Arch Indy Office of Young Adult Ministry to help guide and reassure me.  Stephanie has been a 
great sounding board this week for my ideas.  Diane is always helpful, patient and supportive.  And, I always get to go 
home to David and Scout at the end of the day.  Fives names that I am especially thankful for this week. 
 
Get ready!!  We have a big event coming up…the RE Winter Retreat “Pray, Fast, Give”.  Mark your calendars for Friday, 
February 16 and Saturday, February 17.  This retreat will focus on Lent.  I am putting the finishing touches on the program 
and the RSVP forms will be set in the next day or two.  I always look forward to when I get to plan and present the pro-
gram to your children.  It helps me to learn who they are and what they think about.  This retreat is open to PreK to 12th 
grade students in our parish.  We will finish up our retreat weekend with the annual Chili Cook Off.  All are invited to 
attend.  Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for helping out with that.  Please also mark your calendars for the Seder 
Supper.  We will be trying something new this year be holding is on the evening of Saturday, March 24 after 5:00PM 
Mass.  This event is also open to all parishioners.  Please keep our RCIA and Confirmation candidates in your prayers as 
they journey towards the reception of this sacrament of Confirmation and continuing to respond to the call for conver-
sion. God Speed,   

Theresa Werking 



Please welcome our  

New Parishioners: 
 

October  
  Matthew and Ashley Virt, Lilly, Noah 

  Seth and Amanda McAlarney, Elizabeth and Jack 
  Raymond and Sharon Lawson,  

  Chad Keefe and Raechel Patton 
November  

Joseph and Amy Fistrovich 
December  

Robert and Dolletta Downing 

March for Life 
The 45th March for Life in Washington DC took place Fri-
day, January 19, 2018. In past years, the sitting President of 
the United States, if they addressed the March for Life, ad-
dressed them via phone or recorded message. President 
Trump became the first sitting president to address the par-
ticipants directly when he addressed the March for Life par-
ticipants live from the Rose Garden. He spoke for several 
minutes. He said the March for Life was a beautiful cause 
born out of love and talked about how the people who par-
ticipate in the March for Life support pregnant women in 
many ways and give them hope. He introduced one special 
guest, Marianne Donadio, 
who was supported by her 
parents when she became 
an unwed mother at age 
17 and subsequently vol-
unteered for Room at the 
Inn, a homeless shelter for 
pregnant women in 
Greensboro NC. 
 
It was a very life affirming speech.  
 
Peace, Janice Weber, Pro-Life Coordinator  

LENTEN ENCOUNTER THROUGH FORMED 

Using the highly-acclaimed Augustine Institute pro-
grams Symbolon and Forgiven: The Transforming Power of Confes-
sion, A Lent to Remember explores the ways God reaches out to 
each of us with his mercy. Through Christ’s suffering on the cross in 
the Paschal Mystery and 
his perpetual reception of 
his people in the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation, 
God makes his love, his 
very self, present to us in 
the world.  

 
Our Parish has had access to the audio and video based content on FORMED since May 5th, 2017.  Since that time we’ve 

had only 25 people sign up online to be able to use these great resources and Catholic entertainment.  In case you didn’t 
know,  that’s around 10% participation.  The subscription for FORMED was donated, so if we don’t show more interest, it 

may not make sense for the parish to cover future subscriptions.  PLEASE, Please, please, if you are a parishioner at St. 
Thomas, go to Formed.org and register using the code, PJR9PB.  If you see something that might help a lapsed Catholic  or 
non-Catholic by removing misconceptions about the Catholic faith, then please share for evangelization purposes.  Please 

register and check it out.

 
Go to www.formed.org and use code PJR9PB 

Saint Thomas Aquinas 
St. Thomas Aquinas’s feast day is January 28 and is consid-
ered a Doctor of the Church. He is the Patron of: theologi-

ans, students, academics, booksellers, Catholic schools 
and against thunderstorms.  A few interesting tidbits 

about St. Thomas Aquinas: he was kidnapped and impris-
oned by his father be-

cause his father wanted 
him to join the Benedic-

tine Order and he wanted 
to join the Dominican Or-
der. He was able to even-

tually join the Domini-
cans. When Thomas was a 
child, his sister, who slept 
in the bed next to his, was 
struck and killed by light-
ning. Thereafter, Thomas 
was terrified   of thunder-
storms, and every time a 

storm brewed, he went to 
the church and prayed for God’s protection. Thomas was 

noted for composing prayers and music and was often 
called the “angelic doctor” because his writings were so 
profound. St. Thomas Aquinas is considered one of the 

greatest teachers of the Church.  



Long Range Planning Committee 

Mike Tinnel reached out to contractor Bill Fredericks – President of Freder-
icks Inc a local 

general contractor.  Bill recommended we look at a recent completed multi-
purpose /activity 

center addition at Sulphur Springs Christian Church in Middletown Ind.  Kev-
in Brady and Mike Tinnel visited the site and were very impressed with what 
they accomplished. In a span of only 
about 2 years they added a 10,000-
square foot facility that has a multi-
purpose activity area surrounded by 
classrooms, conference rooms, large 

kitchen, storage areas and offices. They agreed to host our group so, on January 
12th, 2018. Fr George, Deacon Frank, Pat Cairns, Jared Jackson, Ruth Moll, Jason 

Watt, Kevin Sears, Stephanie Garst, Dave Garst, Wes Nicholson, Mathew Dickerson, 
and Kevin Brady visited the facility for a tour and question and answer session with 

Dan Richey, member and Elder of their congregation, who also assisted with the 
project. 

We came away from the visit with excitement and realization of what could be for 
St .Thomas Church and community.  

The Long-Range Committee still has more work to do developing the next steps. It is 
an exciting time for our church as we grow and continue to evangelize in Fortville 

and surrounding communities. More information to follow stay tuned to the weekly 
bulletin and the St Thomas News Letter! 

Please Keep Our Committee in your prayers!  

From the Choir Director 
Have you wondered about the different mass settings we use here at St. Thomas? Let me explain:  
We use 4 different settings for a couple of reasons- to give some variety and because the tone of the setting lends itself 
well to the Liturgical season. 
We use what is called "The Order of Mass" or chant during the Lenten Season. It has a little more solemn musical tone. 
This setting the Archdiocese asks that all the parishes use at some time. 
During the Advent and Christmas seasons we use a mass setting called "The Heritage Mass". I have found this to be a love-
ly setting that is also used by many parishes. 
"The Storrington Mass" is a new setting written by Marty Haugen who also wrote "The Mass of Creation". It is also a setting 
that the Archdiocese asks that every parish use at some time during the year. We use it during the Liturgical Season of Or-
dinary Time. 
And finally, we use the mass setting "St. Ann's" during the Easter Season. It is a very upbeat setting that lends itself well to 
that season.  As you know, we have 3 new responses to the Mystery of Faith. With each mass setting I incorporate one of 
the new responses so we will be familiar with all of them. 
So now you know a little more about the music settings we use at Mass here at St. Thomas.               Stephanie Garst 

On October 15th, we hosted the annual Golf Outing at Arrowhead Golf Course.  We 
had great participation and a lot of fun.   
On October 28th we held our Mini-Monte Carlo night, themed “Hotel Transylvania” at 
the Fortville American Legion.   This was great fun and look forward to next year.   

In December, we hosted Breakfast with Santa for the youth of the parish.  Special thanks to Theresa Werking who helps us 
with the Keep Christ in Christmas contest that the RE students could choose to take part in. 
The Knights of Columbus puts charity among it’s first priorities.  Our events sometimes support specific charities of the com-
munity or groups within our St. Thomas parish, like the Youth Group.  Some of the community charities we support or have 
supported are the Gibault Children’s Home in Terre Haute, Seminarians, Kenneth Butler Soup Kitchen, Best Buddies, and 
local food banks, along with others. 



Newsletter Sponsors 

  

 

 
 

 
  Trivia Night—Women’s Club with Archbishop 

Thompson 

 
 
 
 
 

Dress Like a Saint Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Francis of Assisi—Blessing of Pets 



Archbishop Charles  

Thompson’s visit  

to St. Thomas on  

      Saturday,  

   January 13th. 


