Volume 17 - Issue 3

Upcoming Events
October
3—Spiritual Life
4—K of C
6—Adoration 12:30-6pm
7—Rosary Sun. Workshop
14—No RE Class - Fall Break
16—Finance
17—Women’s Club
18—K of C
20—Mini-Monte Carlo
20—Ministry Fair (tent)
21—Ministry Fair
21—2nd Gr Parent Mtg
28—Dress Like a Saint Day
28—Youth Sunday Breakfast
31—Parish Council
November
1—K of C
2—Adoration 12:30-6pm
3—Crop Day
7—Spiritual Life
10—Catechist Mtg 9am
14—RE Committee
15—K of C
17—Deacon Tony Bday
18—Father George’s Bday
20—Finance
21—Women’s Club
25—No RE Class
28—Parish Council
December
2—1st Recon. Retreat
5—1st Recon. & Dinner
5—Spiritual Life
6—K of C
7—Adoration 12:30-6pm
8—Christmas Party
16—Giving Tree
18—Finance
19—Women’s Club
20—K of C
23—No RE
25—Christmas
26—Parish Council
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What’s Happening at St. Thomas
Parish Council
This summer we welcomed
new Parish Council members
Geoff Branson, Paul Hayes,
and Ruth Moll. Geoff was
voted our new President and
Paul is Vice President. Recent discussion involved
some ideas for the Festival,
the Ministry Fair, 150th Anniversary celebration, and Constitution and By-law edits/
corrections.
Finance/Building & Grounds:
Rosemary Ritchie is the current chairperson and Steve
Middendorf is the Secretary.
Judy Chapman has been
hired as an accounting consultant to help with our
books. We will soon be having new lights installed for
our Garden street sign. New
bushes will be planted in
front of the church on either
side of the sidewalk step railings. A new fan in the cry
room has been installed. A
portable air conditioner was
purchased for the hall kitchen. Wiring for the festival
lights was upgraded to meet
code. Cost was $2200.00.
The fiscal 2019 budget was
approved in July. Net budget
is $-3,469.00. Finance Committee meets on the 3rd
Tuesday each month at 7pm.

Women’s Club:
Are you looking to meet some
new people in the parish? Join
the St. Thomas Women’s Club.
Our purpose is to help develop
and foster a close relationship
between women of the parish
through social, religious and
service activities. Some of the
activities that we participate in
include: preparing the meals
for funeral dinners, hosting
Trivia Night where the proceeds go to the scholarships
offered to our high school seniors, host Friday meatless Lenten Dinners, host a baby shower benefiting Birthline and
hosting Crop Days for the
scrapbookers in our area. Some
of our social activities include:
going out to eat together, fun
and games, craft fun. The
Women’s Club invites new
members (18 and older) to join
at any time. We meet on the
3rd Wednesday of the month
in the Activity Center at 7:00
pm. For more information you
may contact the office.
Spiritual Life Committee:
The Spiritual Life committee is
busy planning Pastor Appreciation Day the weekend of October 13th and 14th. We are also
participating in the Ministry
Fair on October 20th and
21st. Finally, we are beginning
to plan for the parish Christmas
Party.

St. Anne’s Club:
St. Anne’s ladies met again on
the 2nd Wed. of the month for
a fun filled afternoon of Euchre
and chatter. Anyone else in the
Parish who has Wed. afternoons free and would like to
join us is very welcome. Call
Lois Hanson 317-485-4692.
Religious Education:
Please welcome new catechists
Mandy McAlarney, Laura Billstrom, and Rachel Branson.
Our confirmation students this
year are Joanna Flora, Anthony
Wallace, Elijah Dunham, Jillian
Dierckman, and Abby Worley.
Over the summer Theresa, with
help from the catechists, updated the RE curriculum and
handbook. The Archdiocese is
currently in the process of updating the curriculum. It will
take approximately 2-3 years to
complete this project. Many
events and activities are
planned for the fall for the RE
students and catechists: Rosary
Sunday Workshop (Oct.7), Fall
Break/Pastor Appreciation (Oct.
14), Dress Like a Saint Day/YSB
(Oct. 28), Catechist Meeting
(Nov. 10). Mum Sale was a success! Sales totaled approximately $3,600 and we will keep
$1,800. 407 mums were sold,
which is an increase from 2016
(329 were sold). RE committee
meets the 2nd Wed. of odd
months.

Jesus was standing over the woman caught in adultery and challenged the crowd that “He who is without sin, cast the first stone.”
Suddenly, a rock hits the back of his head. Jesus turns and exclaims,
“Mom!”

Dear Saint Thomas Family,
Greetings! This is our third newsletter of the year, that we always publish in the month of
September.
For many, the month of September signals the end of summer, the beginning of autumn, and the
start of a new school year. September comes from the Latin root septem-, meaning “seven,”
because in the original Roman republican calendar September was the seventh month of the year.
So also, October comes from the Latin word “octo” meaning eight. In 45 BC, Julius Caesar introduced the Julian calendar
and included two more months, January and February. He then also renamed two other month names into to July and
August in honor of Julius Caesar and Augustus Caesar... Thus we have 12 months.
I appreciate all of you who are working in building the kingdom of God, through catechesis, and other ministries. May
God continue bless our families and Parish.
Sincerely,

Keep praying for each other!

Fr. George Nangachiveettil

ADMINISTRATOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
We’ve all heard about “the shot heard around the world”, that “a journey of a thousand
miles begins with one step” or watched a single droplet start a ripple effect that travels across a
pond. That is the way change begins. Change begins with the actions of just one who can inspire a
call to action. This is the challenge I proposed to the students a couple of weeks ago. I asked them
if when they recognize that a change is needed, should they wait for someone else to begin or
should you, could you be the catalyst for change. Is just a single person capable of effecting change? Should we wait to
join the movement until someone bigger, better, or more important suggests that we do? What if each of us decided to
be the tiny spark that ignites a flame, that starts the fire, that sweeps through the universe? Jesus was one man, a spark,
with only twelve apostles, flames, who went out into the world and began to spread the Good News, the fire, until Christianity was known around the world.
We talked about the benefits of fire: light, warmth, protection and its cleansing properties. Fire is a powerful element
that changes something. Fire can spread quickly or smolder silently. Each one of us is capable of sparking a change. Beginning with each of us as individuals and then as a group, our flames can ignite a fire that spreads throughout a community and beyond. The fire of love, compassion, service can spread rapidly, intensely burning and creating light for the
world to see.
Effecting change can also be frustrating and slow. Changing a mindset or culture is a process. I have been working hard
to learn more about the Sacrament of Confirmation. I want to change the way we think about this Sacrament. We must
stop thinking of Confirmation as a “graduation” from Religious Education. Faith formation is a lifelong commitment. Religious Education is just one aspect of formation, as is Sacramental prep, bible study or RCIA. The theology for this Sacrament as we confer it now in the United States is either confusing or nonexistent. While I am serving as the interim Youth
Minister, I want to use this opportunity to restructure the Confirmation preparation program in conjunction with Youth
Ministry. Over the next couple of years, we are going to transition our two-year program to a one-year preparation. I
want to create a flow from middle school youth group to Confirmation Prep to high school youth group. Students will be
confirmed as freshmen.
The mum sale was a great success! We raised about $1800. As a parish we must make sure that all youth who would like
to attend NCYC in 2019 are able to go regardless of the cost. The goal is to have the reservation fees for all of our youth
paid for in full through fundraising and sponsorships. NCYC can be a life changing experience for all youth but especially
those who struggle with their faith journey. Our first Youth Sunday Breakfast was a great success as well. I have been
humbled by the response to both of these youth group projects. Thank you to everyone for your support and participation.
These are confusing times. It may be time for change. As individuals and as a parish, let us not wait
God Speed,
for someone to tell us when we should act. Let’s all be spiritual arsonists and burn brightly with love
Theresa Werking that spreads like wildfire for Jesus and one another. Let it begin with me.

47 parishioners are now registered and using FORMED. FORMED has video content that is helping others on their faith
journey and spiritual growth. It is available to all St. Thomas Parishioners for free. Go to Formed.org and register using the
code, PJR9PB. Feel free to share the code for evangelization purposes. Please register and check it out.

Go to www.formed.org and use code PJR9PB
Please welcome our
New Parishioners:
May
Matt & Benita Braun
June
Mildred Braun
Gage & Noelle Decker & Violet
Zane & Amanda Sparks & Heidi
July
Richard & Kirsten Long & Brianna & Juliette
January
Joe and Rita Cerda

Baptisms
August 12th Ashley Huffman,
Daughter of Chris & Kayla Huffman
Wedding
August 11th Thomas Jeschke & Anisha Patel

Angels
Contrary to popular belief, angels aren’t people who’ve died and gone to heaven and then earned their wings. Angels are
spirits that God created before he made human beings; they were the first creatures created and were the most powerful,
most intelligent and most beautiful. Angels are pure spirit.
The bible names only 3 specific angels – St. Michael (patron of police officers and military), St. Gabriel (patron of messengers, journalists and communications) and St. Raphael (patron of travelers). The feast day for all of these archangels is September 29th.
Why do we call them saints? Angels can be called saints as a sign of respect and honor. A human being is called “saint” only
after death and once in heaven. Scholars have speculated for centuries on the number of angels. St. Thomas Aquinas (often
called the angelic doctor) believed that the precise number of angels was beyond human comprehension. There are 9 subdivisions or choirs of angels. The subdivisions, from greatest to least are:

Seraphim
Cherubim
Thrones
Dominions
Virtues
Powers
Principalities
Archangels
Angels

Long Range Planning Committee
A report summarizing the Long Range Planning Committee efforts, conclusions, and a proposal has been written and was
presented at the Parish Council meeting on September 26th. The proposal suggests assembling a building committee to
begin a 5-10 year plan for a community center. It also includes a suggestion for planning a new 400-500 seat church on the
property in the 15-20 year time frame. Fortville is growing and this is the first step in planning the future of our parish.

Nursing Home Ministry
We at St. Thomas have been taking communion to the Catholic residents at Pleasant View Nursing Home for over 30 years.
At this time we are ministering to 3 residents, Walter Bussie, Patricia Ashcraft and Michael Morand. Michael (Mikey) has
been at this facility for many years. He has Hydrocephalus. I have been visiting him for 10+ years. He is a joy to visit and a
blessing to me. When you walk into his room you see many bright and colorful things on the wall, cartoons are playing on
the television and there he is in the bed. When asked how he is doing you sometimes get a big smile. If he won’t smile then
it is almost a game to him that we that visit him will tell him that we won’t leave until we get a smile. He will try his hardest
not to smile but he just can’t hold out. Mikey and the others are such a blessing to us that visit.
We also visit Traditions at Brookside. This is a new facility that asked if St. Thomas could come to bring communion to its
Catholic residents. Father goes once a month to say mass for them and Deacon Frank visits once a month too. These people
are thankful for those who fulfill this ministry for them. Much thanks to: Dave & Monica Dunham, Deacon Frank, Stephanie Garst, Faith Martinez, Rosemary Ritchie and Bonnie Sweeney for their devoted service to our Nursing Home Ministry.
Stephanie Garst

The St. Thomas Knights of Columbus council has been actively involved in the
parish and surrounding community. The Knights ran a highly successful Monte
Carlo Casino Night that surpassed last year’s total earnings. We are pleased to
once again be hosting a mini Monte Carlo night, themed “Hotel Transylvania” on
October 20th at the parish. Age 21 and over are welcome! The lemon shake-up stand was a sellout success this year thanks
to our chair Tony Harmeyer and his team. Community outreach is an ongoing effort for the St. Thomas Knights of Columbus. Thanks to Deacon Frank’s leadership, we were able to put together two bowling teams to benefit the Kenneth Butler
Soup Kitchen. This event along with the generosity of St. Thomas Parishioner’s provided a contribution of over $3700. Throughout the month of September the Knights are selling Crew Carwash
vouchers as part of the Central Indiana Chapter’s pro-life initiative to purchase a 4D Ultrasound
machine for Women’s Care Center in Indianapolis. The annual golf outing took place on September
16th at Arrow Head Golf Course in Greenfield. A special thank you to all the participants and donors for your ongoing support of the Knights of Columbus and the various charities they support.

Knights of Columbus Council 15712
5 Year Anniversary
Knights of Columbus Council 15712 has been serving St. Thomas Parish and the
surrounding community for five years now. Special thanks to Deacon Tony, Deacon Frank,
Matt Dickerson, Ernie Borowicz, Mark Chatterson, and others for their efforts in
helping establish the council.
Knights of Columbus Councils have programs to support our main priorities as an Order:
Faith, Family, Community, and Life.

Faith: Our goal is to strengthen our men in the faith by formation that focuses on an authentic
connection with a loving God and his son Jesus Christ.

Family: Our family programs are a response to a society that seeks to weaken the bonds of family.
We must make it clear that society should value a family that is faithful to God and each other.

Community: As Knights of Columbus, we are called to serve our family and our God. Our first
principle is Charity, at home with our families or in our communities.
Council sign entering Fortville
from the east

Life: The urgency of the threat to a culture of life cannot be misunderstood. Both as Knights of
Columbus and as followers of Christ, “Catholics must be committed to the defense of life in all its
stages and in every condition” (Saint John Paul II, 1995).

Coming to theaters Spring 2019: 'Unplanned,' the
conversion story of Abby Johnson, former
Planned Parenthood clinic director. Stay tuned
and spread the word!

We cannot become
what we need to by
remaining what we
are.

God doesn’t call the
qualified. He
qualifies the called.

40 Days for Life – September 26 to November 4

October is Respect Life Month

Join in the 2018 Fall Campaign of 40 Days for Life! A peaceful prayer vigil will be held on the public right-of-way
outside Planned Parenthood in Indianapolis at 8590 Georgetown Road. We pray that, with God's help, this will mark the
beginning of the end of abortion in our communities - and beyond.
You can find daily devotionals for each of the 40 days at https://40daysforlife.com/devotionals/
Respect Life Sunday Annual Celebration—Annual Respect Life Sunday Mass – October 7, 2018 - Indianapolis
Join in at 10:30 AM for the Annual Respect Life Sunday Mass at Ss. Peter and Paul Cathedral.

Annual Life Chain - October 7, 2018

The Central Indiana (Indianapolis) Life Chain will take place along Meridian Street from 2:30-3:30 PM.

Catechism Revision: ‘The death penalty inadmissible’

Pope Francis has approved a new revision of paragraph number 2267 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, according to which “a new understanding has emerged of the significance of penal sanctions imposed by the state,” thus “the
death penalty is inadmissible”.
If you have any questions or would like more information regarding any of the above, please call me at 317-326-4726.
Peace, Janice Weber, St Thomas Pro-Life Coordinator
Pennsylvania Grand Jury
Many of you have likely heard about the abuses by Catholic priests that were uncovered by a Grand Jury investigation in
Pennsylvania. This was a horrendous finding that involved sexual abuse of more than 1000 children over 70 years in six
dioceses in the state. Some Archbishops in other states have vowed to release any information about abuses that may
have happened in their dioceses. I just wanted to suggest a few things to do and consider during this time.
• First, and foremost, we need to pray for the victims of these abuses. The very people they should have been
able to trust the most failed them.
• The priest’s families are victims in different way and lesser degree. I think they deserve prayer.
• We should pray for Seminarians. Can you imagine a worst time to be going through such contemplation? Pray
they have the resolve to be stronger than some of their predecessors.
• We should all probably be strong enough in our faith to even pray for the priests that committed the
abuse. That’s pretty hard to write, let alone do. The reason I say it is to remind us that we’re all sinners, even
the leaders in our church at every level. Satan works on us all at times and looks for every opportunity of
weakness to exploit.
• Despite Satan’s every effort, Jesus said, “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the powers of death shall not prevail against it.” Throughout the history of the Catholic Church, it has prevailed through the sins of it’s people, those that argue against it’s teachings, and those that would want it destroyed entirely. Jesus has kept his word.
• It actually boosts my faith to think about how the powers of death have yet to prevail and the Catholic Church
seems to have the devil’s focus at times. Which church, other than the one Jesus Christ founded, would have
such a Lier’s focus?
Kevin Sears

