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Upcoming Events  What’s Happening at St. Thomas 
January 
2—Spiritual Life 
3—K of C 
4—Adoration 12:30-6pm 
13—No RE Class - Snow 
16—Women’s Club 
17—K of C 
18—Book Club 
20—No RE Class-Snow 
26—Trivia Night 
30—Parish Council 
February 
1—Adoration 1-6 pm 
2—K od C 
5—Wellness Class 
6—Spiritual Life 
7—K of C 
9—Valentine Dinner 
15-17—RE Retreat 
15—Book Club 
19—Finance 
20—Women’s Club 
21—K of C 
23—Crop Day 
24—Youth Sunday Breakfast 
28—Parish Council 
March 
1—Adoration 12:30-6pm 
1-3—St. Meinrad Retreat 
5—Fat Tuesday Dinner 
6—Spiritual Life 
7—K of C 
8—Lenten Dinner 
13—RE Committee 
15—Lenten Dinner 
15—Book Club 
19—Finance 
20—Women’s Club 
21—K of C 
22—Lenten Dinner 
27—Parish Council 
29—Lenten Dinner 
31—Youth Sunday Breakfast 

Parish Council 
After hearing a proposal from 
the Long Range Planning 
committee, the council voted 
to put together a Building 
Committee to take the first 
steps in considering how we 
can serve the community and 
parish better  and what build-
ing options might help with 
that.   
Finance/Building & Grounds: 
Lighting for the sign on the 
corner of Garden and Maple 
streets was completed.  The 
committee has approved re-
pairing and resealing the 
parking lot this next spring.  3 
yr. audit by the Archdiocese, 
completed in Nov. with no 
significant issues identified.. 
A few minor procedural is-
sues will be corrected.  
Bookkeeping consultant 
{Judy Chapman} has complet-
ed her work with Diane Brady 
and Finance Committee.  Di-
ane has assumed full 
bookkeeping duties for the 
parish.  Salt and snow plow-
ing arranged for the winter.   
Collections and Mass attend-
ance are down for the cur-
rent Fiscal year. Next meeting 
Feb. 19, 2019  

St. Anne’s Club: 
St. Anne’s ladies met again 
on the 2nd Wed. of the 
month for a fun filled after-
noon of Euchre and chatter.  
Anyone else in the Parish 
who has Wed. afternoons 
free and would like to join us 
is very welcome.  Call Lois 
Hanson 317-485-4692. 

Women’s  Club: 
The ladies of the Women’s Club 
have given donations to the 
following charities at the end of 
the year-Kenneth Butler Soup 
Kitchen, Giving Tree, Hope 
House, and the Fortville Po-
lice’s Toys for Tots. We also 
purchased an AED for the 
church. We thank you for all 
your support to our various 
activities that helped us make 
these donations. Our next 
event is the Trivia Night on Jan-
uary 26. All the proceeds from 
this event will be used to help 
pay for the Scholarships that 
the parish give to graduating 
high school seniors. Some more 
of our upcoming event will be – 
Crop Day and a baby shower 
for Birthline both in February 
and our meatless Lenten Din-
ners that will begin in March. 
Please consider joining us in 
some of our activities. 
 

Spiritual Life Committee: 
The past month was a busy one 
for our committee.  We helped 
with the Parish Christmas Party 
on December 8th.  The evening 
was full of good food and good 
fellowship!  A new subcom-
mittee has also been added for 
Stewardship.  This committee is 
getting up to speed, but al-
ready has a few events coming 
up.  There will be a Holy Hour 
in Gratitude for our youth held 
on Sunday evenings during the 
first year Confirmation clas-
ses.  The first one will be on 
January 13th from 6:30 - 8:00 
PM.   

Spiritual Life Committee Con’t: 
All are invited to spend some 
time in prayer in gratitude for 
our wonderful youth.  We will 
also have a Book Club begin-
ning on January 18th from 7 - 9 
PM.  The first book to be dis-
cussed will be our Christmas 
gift book - "The Biggest Lie in 
the History of Christiani-
ty".  Everyone is invited and 
encouraged to attend even if 
you haven't finished the book 
yet.  Finally, a Lenten lending 
library is being planned.  More 
details will be coming.  Lent 
begins on March 6th!  

 
Religious Education: 

We have 48 children enrolled in 
RE classes. Attendance has 
been at 95%, which is great!  
We have three people attend-
ing RCIA classes.  Jon Smith has 
been leading Bible Study clas-
ses between the Sunday Mass-
es from 9:30am-10:30am.  The 
current topic is Sacraments and 
the Catechism.  All are wel-
come to attend.  An evening or 
weekend duplication of this 
bible study may be an option if 
there is interest.  Please con-
tact Jon Smith or Theresa 
Werking if interested.  The RE 
Winter Retreat is scheduled for 
February 15th and 16th. 

Please welcome our  

New Parishioners: 

Cassandra Guerra 
Daniel & Jami Lynn Hart & 

daughter Lizzy 
Clara & Greg Stanley & daugh-

ters Kyangjin &Yujin 

Baptism 

10/20/2018  

Violet Decker daughter of 
Gage & Noelle Decker 



Fr. George is visiting family in India.  Our prayers are with him for safe travels.  In lieu of his article, 
below is a summary of the Town Hall Meeting that was held on Nov. 17, 2018. 

Town Hall Meeting  
Rosemary Ritchie passed out the fiscal report for July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018. Rosemary 

noted that there was a delay in publishing the report to parishioners due to waiting on our 3 year 
audit completion. Rosemary also commented on the time, talent and treasure opportunities and 

expressed gratitude for all the members that contribute to the ministries.    
Judy Chapman, bookkeeping consultant, was on hand to answer the questions relating to the fiscal 

2018 financials. Rosemary discussed Judy’s role as being our bookkeeping consultant and indicated that she was 
instrumental in helping Diane in better organizing our chart of accounts to match the Archdiocese accounting reporting 
platform. Judy pointed out that while she was able to help organize the accounts, Diane is the St. Thomas bookkeeper 

and is adeptly performing the bookkeeping function.   There was discussion about the benefit of script cards for 
additional fundraising.  We currently have 230 families registered as members of St. Thomas. The trackable weekly 

contributions are provided by 29% of those families.   
Mike Tinnel and Kevin Sears presented a proposal from the Long Range Planning committee to form a Building 

Committee to begin looking at a 3-5 year Phase I plan for a Community Center  to see how we can serve  the community 
and parish better. 

ADMINISTRATOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
 As you set goals for 2019, remember PROVERBS 16:3 “Commit to the Lord whatever you 
do and your plans will succeed.”  Goals.  Goals are so exciting.  We can set many goals for different 
aspects of our lives…professional, health, and spiritual.   What is the reason for goals? We set 
goals to give us focus, measure progress, overcome challenges, and motivate us.  I find the area in 
my life where I always fall short is spirituality.  I am always disappointed in my failure to meet my 
spiritual goals.  Spiritual goals are harder to define, unlike losing weight, getting a promotion, or completing a project.  
Spiritual goals can be much more abstract and get pushed off because we perceive their lesser importance in our lives 
versus more financial security for example.  However, spiritual goals can be the most rewarding. 
 January 1st IS the day to set goals for the new year. I disagree.  I always have to get through the holiday hango-
ver before I can even think about making a goal list or resolution.  The mental clutter, college clutter, and household 
clutter are still interrupting my flow.  I think January 13th is the day for new beginnings, fresh starts, and goal setting.  
January 13th is St Knut’s Day.  St. Knut’s Day is a traditional Swedish feast day on which the Christmas tree is “danced” 
out of the house, the cookies and candies that decorated the tree are eaten, the house is cleaned and the holidays are 
over for another year.  For me it is really hard to make a fresh start for the new year with the Christmas tree still up, kids 
and their stuff home from college, and tins of cookies still hanging around.  From Thanksgiving to Epiphany, we seem to 
be overwhelmed with decorations, food, family, and friends.  And while we do all of this in the name of celebrating the 
spirituality of this season, we let so much of it distract us.  Now its time to pack it away, send the kids back to school, 
reestablish routine, and refocus.  We declutter the house and symbolically declutter the mind and create a clear path to 
achieve goals for 2019.   
 Hopefully you all have given some thought to your goals for 2019 by now and spiritual goals are among them.  
Even though I am the department head for faith formation I want to address the Spiritual Life Committee.  I have been a 
parishioner for almost 20 years and until I started working at St. Thomas, I never understood what the scope of their 
duties are.  I won’t go into EVERYTHING but, suffice it to say what they do makes what I do for our faith formation com-
plete.  The spiritual life committee sponsors many activities to help enhance our community and individual spirituality.  
We have a new book club, Holy Hour of Adoration for our youth, and sooo much more to help us in our spiritual growth 
and lifelong faith formation.  The RE Winter Retreat is scheduled for Friday, February 15 and Saturday, February 16.  Our 
theme is a winter luau.  We are all going to wear grass skirts and flip flops to liven up a long cold winter and shake off 
some of the cabin fever.  This is an event for all ages of our youth.  The next outing for our seniors’ ministry is scheduled 

for Friday, February 22.  Please watch the bulletin for more information.  While you wait for these 
events, set some personal spiritual goals. “Commit to the Lord whatever you do and your plans 
will succeed.”  

God Speed,   
Theresa Werking 



Moveable Feasts 
We can always expect the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary to come on Aug. 15 and the Optional 

Memorial of St. Patrick on March 17. But many feast days of the Church year are not settled on one particular date of the 
calendar. These are known as moveable feasts. Their dates are bumped ahead (or back) on the calendar depending — in 

most cases — on that most important moveable feast of all: Easter. See how much you know about them. 

 
2019 Feast Days 

1.  Easter, the mother of all moveable feasts, has its 
date determined by: 
a. The phases of the moon 
b. The spring equinox  
c. Both 

2.  Easter is followed in rapid succession by seven moveable 
feasts that repeat Sunday’s liturgy. Together these are called: 
a.  Eastertide                           b.  Easter week 
c.  The Octave of Easter        d.  Spring break  

3.  Forty days after Easter we celebrate this moveable 
feast, although many dioceses in the United States have 
moved it to the Seventh Sunday of Easter. 
a. The Ascension of the Lord  
b. Pentecost  
c. The Annunciation of the Lord  
d. The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ  

4.  If you know your ancient Greek, you will never forget that 
the moveable feast of Pentecost comes this many days after 
Easter. 
a.  45          b. 60 
c.  30          d. 50 

5.  Easter’s date also moves several feasts after the 
Easter season ends. In addition to Mass, the Church cel-
ebrates this feast on the second Sunday after Pentecost 
without door processions. (It falls on June 18 this year.) 
a. The Queen ship of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
b. The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ  
c. The Most Holy Trinity  
d. St. Anthony of Padua  

6.  The last moveable feast affected by Easter comes 19 days 
after Pentecost, thus it’s always on a Friday. It was placed on 
the universal calendar in 1856 after several centuries of rising 
popularity in various European nations. It is the solemnity of 
Our Lord’s: 
a.  Transfiguration         b.  Divine Mercy  
c.  Sacred Heart              d.  Precious Blood  

7.  A few moveable feasts are not related to Easter, but to Christmas. Although we always celebrate the birth of Jesus on 
Dec. 25, the day of the week on which it occurs impacts the date of which of the following celebrations: 
a.  The First Sunday of Advent                                                          b.  The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  
c.  The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph        d.  All of the above 

Tues, Jan. 1, 2019 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God   

Sun, Jan. 6, 2019 Epiphany   

Tues, Mar. 5, 2019 Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras) 7 weeks & 4 days (53 days) 

Wed, Mar. 6, 2019 Ash Wednesday 7 weeks & 5 days (54 days) 

Sun, Apr. 14, 2019 Palm Sunday ~ 3 months (93 days) 

Thurs, Apr. 18, 2019 Maundy Thursday ~ 3 months (97 days) 

Fri, Apr.19, 2019 Good Friday ~ 3 months & 1 week (98 days) 

Sun, Apr.21, 2019 Easter ~ 3 months & 1 week (100 days) 

Mon, Apr. 22, 2019 Easter Monday ~ 3 months & 1 week (101 days) 

Thurs, May 30, 2019 Ascension of Jesus ~ 4 months & 2 weeks (139 days) 

Sun, Jun. 9, 2019 Pentecost ~ 4 months & 3 weeks (149 days) 

Thurs, Jun. 20, 2019 Corpus Christi ~ 5 months & 1 week (160 days) 

Thurs, Aug.15, 2019 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary ~ 7 months (216 days) 

Fri, Nov.  1, 2019 All Saints' Day ~ 9 months & 2 weeks (294 days) 

Mon, Dec. 9, 2019 Immaculate Conception of The Blessed Virgin Mary ~ 11 months (332 days) 

Wed, Dec. 25, 2019 Christmas   

* Find Answers on the back page of the Newsletter 

https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/january
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/Solemnity_of_Mary
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/january
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/epiphany
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/march
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/Shrove_Tuesday
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/march
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/ash_wednesday
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/april
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/palm_sunday
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/april
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/maundy_thursday
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/april
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/good_friday
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/april
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/easter
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/april
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/easter_monday
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/may
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/ascension
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/june
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/pentecost
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/june
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/corpus_christi
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/august
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/Assumption_of_the_Blessed_Virgin_Mary
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/november
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/all_saints_day
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/december
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/Feast_of_the_Immaculate_Conception
https://www.calendar-12.com/calendar/2019/december
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/christmas


Building Committee 

A Building Committee has been formed to begin looking at how we can best serve 
the Fortville community and the parish.  The members of the committee are:   

Christine Dudley, Kevin Sears, Kevin Brady, Steve Moll, Deacon Frank, Mike Tinnel, 
Mandy McAlarnay, Stephanie Garst, Faith Martinez, Scott McCarty, and Pat Cairns 

The end of 2018 was eventful for the St. Thomas Knights of Columbus.  Our October 
Mini Monte Carlo event raised funds for a variety of causes. These include but are not 
limited to funding the formation of seminarians, sup-
porting local food banks, and sponsoring Gibault Chil-

dren’s Services.  In November Geoff Branson organized a group of Knights to participate in the 
“Lion’s Breathing Fire” Men’s Conference at the Indiana Convention Center.  This event proved 
a great opportunity to grow in our faith. The 4th Degree Knights were proud to support the St. 
Thomas Religious Education program by escorting their nativity scene float in the Fortville 
Winterfest Parade. Special Thanks to Theresa Werking for her effort coordinating this event. In 
celebration of Advent, the Knights hosted their annual Breakfast with Santa.  Special thanks to 
Fritz Fentz for all of his work coordinating this event. Mark your calendars for these upcoming 
events sponsored by the St. Thomas Knights of Columbus. The annual Valentine’s Day Dinner 
is scheduled for February 9th, The Chili Cook-off is February 16th and the annual Fat Tuesday 
celebration is March 5th. We look forward to seeing you all at these St. Thomas events. 

  

Answers to Feasts 
Quiz 

1. both 
2. Octave of Easter 
3. Ascension of the 

Lord 
4. 50 
5. Most Holy Body 

and Blood of 
Christ 

6. Sacred Heart 
7. All the above 

MyScripWallet.com  

If you’ve ever wished you had a Scrip gift card to support St. 
Thomas when your out to eat or shopping, but don’t have 
any, there’s another way if you have a smartphone.  Go to 
myscripwallet.com and register and you can purchase and 

reload electronic gift cards.   
You can recharge cards on your phone and then use it to 

pay right then.   
If using an iPhone, there is no app.  You can add a website 
as an icon by opening in the Safari browser, select the up-
ward arrow icon, choose Add to Home Screen, then Add.  

This is a great way to support the church!  



A Catholic Calling 
Everyone has a story. About life, love, and most of us, about faith. I am no different. I was born and raised a United 

Methodist, attending the same church as the 3 generations who came before me. I adored my church and the 
people I had come to know as family. The church was my cornerstone. 

I served on multiple committees and held a variety of positions during my adult years at the church. I was serving 
on the Pastor Parish committee when we were told that a pastoral change was going to occur. This change was 

unwelcomed, and ushered in by the conference in a way that was contrary to the church’s book of discipline. There 
were additional issues of deceit bestowed upon our congregation from the church conference. Although upset by 
the pastoral change, through much prayer we came to accept the transfer and welcome our incoming Pastor with 

open arms.  
I continued to struggle with the deception of the reigning Methodist authority, but recognized that my concerns 

were not known by our new pastor; nor should she be involved in what occurred prior to her arrival. In a 
conversation with our Pastor’s spouse one day, he mentioned a great book by Francis Chan, a prominent author 

who speaks on behalf of the non-denominational sect of Protestantism. The premise of the book was the forgotten 
pillar of the Holy Trinity; The Holy Spirit. I was half way through the book when I was urged to go to God in prayer. I 
began to pray that the Holy Spirit come into my soul and renew its foundation as my faithful compass. I continued 

to pray and ask for guidance and answers. Perhaps I would be the one to bring the truth to my church? God told me 
no, that was not my role. What then Lord? What shall I do? This prayer was the catalyst to my conversion. 

I sat down one evening to read my Bible, and I opened my Bible to the Gospel of John, chapter 15. The story of the 
vine and branches, I read and prayed; I understood the words, but asked, “God, how does this apply to me? What 
do you want from me?” The following day, as I am doing dishes, I noticed my husband’s bulletin from the previous 
days Mass. In my mind I am thinking “RCIA? What? Lord, No. I know THIS IS NOT my calling.” I felt the nudge of the 
spirit to call the parish. The information session was that evening at 6:30 p.m. I thanked the kind lady on the phone, 
feeling that I had accomplished what the Lord had called me to do, that was enough Catholicism for now. Until, an 
hour or so later, it came to me that maybe I should go, just to see what they have to say. I know that I am NEVER 
going to convert, but, it will appease my husband and perhaps maybe I will get some answers to the questions I 

have bending God’s ear over. I came home from the meeting, thirsting for more.  
I found my husband’s Catechism and started reading; I needed answers, and I found what my soul had been 

longing for. Despite the answers I had received, I found myself angry. I was in constant rhetoric with the Lord, 
defending my desire not to convert, mourning my lifelong faith, and crying over the unknown. Through all this, I 

was adamant that my internal battle not be discussed in front of our children. It had been 2 weeks since I went to 
the information session about RCIA, and had decided this would be the first weekend we would attempt to attend 
Mass as a family, rather than attend my church. I informed our daughter of our plans, but promised she would still 
be able to stay all night at my parents’ house that weekend. I picked her up Sunday morning for mass, and found 

her sobbing in my mom’s arms. Fearful of the worst, I dropped down to my knees and looked her in the eyes, 
asking what’s wrong? She told me “I don’t want to leave our church, can I please go one last time with mum and 

paps?” I was dumbfounded, confused, how did she know? I was so diligent not to speak of my struggles within ear 
shot of her. So, I asked her, what are you talking about? We are going to mass, just for today, back to mommy’s 

church next week. “No mom, I know we aren’t going back to Bethel.” With tears streaming down my face, I 
assured her that was not the plan. I had every intention of leaving Bethel slowly, resigning my responsibilities one 

by one, never making a scene. She put her little arms around my neck, and whispered in my ear “it’s okay mommy, I 
love you, we can go now.” I know that it was the Lord who spoke to Elizabeth’s heart.  She was the answer to my 

prayers. We went to Mass that day for the first time as a family, and never looked back.   
On Tuesday of that week I submitted a formal resignation letter and rescinded my membership. I contacted St. 

Thomas the Apostle and inquired about their RCIA and Religious Education program, signed paperwork for 
membership on Wednesday and began RCIA on Friday. I completed RCIA and came into the church at Easter Vigil 

Mass this past year. 
I thank God for his calling to the Roman Catholic Faith and that our family has found its spiritual home at St. 

Thomas the Apostle Church. I pray for his continued guidance and influence that I may be able to give myself fully 
to him and be a beacon of light on behalf of the faith.  

 
Mandy McAlarney 



 

 January 26—Trivia Night    Begin-

ning at 6:00 pm with a delicious 

meal and then an evening of Trivia Games 

 February 9—Valentine Dinner hosted by the 

Knights of Columbus  A wonderful 

meal with entertainment offered by 

parishioner Rusty Eastman and his 

band 

 February 16—Chili Cook Off  Come join 

the fun of sharing each others chili and 

voting on the best 

 March 5—Fat Tuesday Dinner offered by the 

Knights of Columbus  Come en-

joy a nice meal before Lent be-

gins 


