St. Thomas the Apostle, Fortville.
“My Lord, and my God”

The Wedding
at Cana

April 14, 2019
Luke 6:27-38

Palm Sunday

Pastor Fr. George Nangachiveettil
Email: georgenangachi@gmail.com
Cell: 317-965-9892

Parish Office 317-485-5101
 OFFICE HOURS

Luke 19:28-40

 Tue - Friday

8:30 am to 4:.30 pm

 Mass Schedule
 Saturday
 Sunday
 Tue & Wed
 Thursday & Fri
 Monday Rosary

5:00 pm
8:00 am & 10:45 am
5:30 pm
12:00 Noon
7.30 pm

Bible Study: Sunday 9:15 am & Thursday 1:30 pm

“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.”
Baptism: All Baptisms are scheduled through the Parish Office.
Reconciliation: Half hour before Saturday & Sunday
Masses or by appointment.
First Eucharist: Preparation for first Eucharist occurs
in the 2nd grade religious education class.
Confirmation: Prepared during the junior and senior
years of high school.
Matrimony: A six month preparation prior to the wedding. Contact the Parish Office.
Anointing the Sick: Please call office to anoint before
surgery or during any serious illness, or to visit hospital or nursing homes
Rite of Christian initiation of Adults: RCIA: This
program addresses the needs of adults who wish to
learn more about the Catholic Faith. Please contact the
Religious Education office.

Staff

Deacon Tony Lewis
317-777-1430 aelewis73@gmail.com
ARE: Theresa Werking
317-485-5103
religioused@stthomasfortville.com
Dir. Of Liturgy & Choir: Stephanie Garst
317-407-7257 sbgarst@gmail.com
Youth Minister: Kathi Dickerson
317-326-8467
thumperaf@hrtc.net
Secretary: Diane Brady
317-485-5101 secretary@stthomasfortville.com
Address: 523 S. Merrill Street, Fortville, IN 46040

We would like to extend a warm welcome to you today,
whether you are visiting us for the first time or have chosen
St. Thomas Church as your parish . We pray that the Lord
will continue to bless you as you desire to serve Him

If you are interested in becoming a Parishioner here at St. Thomas, Please contact the
Parish Office at 317-485-5102

Celebrating 150 years of Catholic Faith

St. Thomas the Apostle, Fortville
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Ministry Schedule

Mass Intentions
April 16, Tuesday NO Mass
April 17, Wednesday 5:30 pm Mass
St. Thomas Parishioners

April 18, Holy Thursday 7:00 pm Mass
St. Thomas Parishioners

April 19, Good Friday Service 3:00 pm
April 20, Saturday Easter Vigil 8:30 pm Mass
Neva Goul by Seth & Mandy McAlarney

April 21, Easter Sunday 8:00 am Mass
St. Thomas Parishioners

April 21, Easter Sunday 10:45 am Mass
Mary Pace by St. Thomas Parish
Activities for the week of April 14—April 20
Sunday

9:15 RE Classes
6:15 pm Freshman Confirmation
Monday
7:30 pm Pray the Rosary in Church
Tuesday
7:00 pm Children’s Choir
Wednesday 7:00 pm Women’s Club
Thursday
7:00 pm Holy Thursday Mass
Friday
3:00 pm Good Friday Service
Saturday
8:30 pm Easter Vigil & Reception for
Newly initiated Neophytes

Please Note: Church Offices will be closed
on Holy Thursday and Good Friday.

Volunteers the week of April 14 – April 20
Collection Counters—Team C
Homebound Minister—Dave & Monica Dunham
PV Nursing Home —Bonnie Sweeney
TB Nursing Home —Deacon Frank
The Sanctuary Candle near our
Tabernacle burns this week:
In memory of Christopher Gehring
by Joe & Jonnie Gehring.
If you would like to have the 14 day Candle dedicated
for someone living or deceased, or for a special intention, please contact the Parish Office. The offering is $10.00

Offerings for the week of April 7, 2019
Weekly Collection: $3,778.02
Average Weekly Online Giving: $900.00
Weekly Collections needed for budget including
online giving $4,056.00
Thank you for your stewardship
to St. Thomas the Apostle.

Holy Thursday, April 18, 7:00 pm
Ushers
Lectors
Servers
Euch. Min.
Gifts

Tony & Chris Miles
Matt Dickerson, Lois Ittenbach
Sophie DeWael, Christian Hanna
Deacon
Foot washees

Good Friday, April 19, 3:00 pm
Ushers
Lectors
Servers

Bill & Rick Garst
Jeff Young, Eran McCarty
Catherine & Maria Dudley

Easter Vigil Saturday, April 20, 8:30 pm
Ushers
Spencer & Marcia Bavender
Lector
Jon Smith, Gary Potts
Server
Jillian Dierckman, Anthony Wallace
Euch. Min. Deacon Tony

Easter Sunday, April 21, 8:00 am
Ushers
Faith Martinez, Rick Garst
Lector
Chad Hanna, Jeff Young
Server
Sophie DeWael, Sophia Borowicz
Euch. Min. Joan DeWael
Gifts
Hanna Family

Easter Sunday, April 21, 10:45 am
Ushers
Violeta Watt, Wes Nicholson
Lector
Stephen Moll, Kathy Gammons
Server
Everett & Ashton Burns
Euch. Min. Deacon Frank
Gifts
Garst Family

A Stewardship Moment
In the prelude to today’s great Passion Narrative, Saint

Paul reminds us that we find our hope in the “emptiness”
and “humility” of Christ Jesus; a life that led to the cross,
but through the cross, to glory and exaltation. The way is
not easy. Good stewards know that it requires a willingness to lay aside all rights of personal privilege; emptying
ourselves in the service of others; embracing values
different from the values of the world. It requires an understanding that to be “in Christ” means to be a servant
because Christ came into the world, not as Lord but as
servant. What crosses are we willing to carry? What
worldly values are we willing to forego in order to share
Christ’s glory?

Let Us Pray, Lord, in your loving mercy please bless
your servants who are in need of healing and
strength:

Janice Arnold, Sheryl Bornman, Frank Brady, Marie Collins,
Calvin Cox, Caroline Downing, Barbara Farrington, Billy
Gehring, Robert Kennelly, Doug Ley, Beth Shine, Crystal
Smith, Thelma Smock, Joni Stubblefield, John
Sturm, Karla Whisenand

all the sick and suffering from our parish,
those serving in the military, and our
homebound, hospitalized and nursing
home residents.

We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.
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Dear Saint Thomas Family,
St Augustin: “Streams of grace flow not towards the mountain of pride but into the valley of humility”. Holy week is all about Jesus’
humility to suffer and die on the cross.

I want to thank all those who have participated 24
hours of adoration from Friday to Saturday evening. I
am sure you have received peace and blessings from
the lord. I also thank those who have volunteered for
foot washing on Maundy Thursday.
This week is rich in ritual and meaning for us, as we celebrate and participate in the Mysteries of our Faith.
Palm Sunday recalls the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem. Carrying a palm to our home is a symbol of accepting Christ as our Lord and King. The Passion of
Christ help us to die with Christ in our sins and to rise
with Him. We are invited to participate actively in the
Paschal mystery during this week. Use your free time to
watch a religious movie or read some spiritual books.
If you did not get an opportunity to go for reconciliation, because of your busy schedule there will be another opportunity for the sacrament of penance on
Monday at 7:30pm to 8:30pm with Rosary, & Divine
Chaplet. ”You shall confess your sins at least once a
year and receive Holy Communion at least during
Easter Season”.(the precepts of the Church) Let us
pray for each other and for our Parish at this special
time of the year. We have adoration after Mass on
Maundy Thursday too. Come as a family with your
children, spouse or as a group.
“Ask for what you want, but be willing to take what

God gives you, it may be better than what you asked
for”.
Please remember me in your prayers
especially during this Holy week.
Have a Blessed Holy Week,
Lovingly
Fr. George Nangachiveettil

Holy Thursday
7:00 pm Mass
with washing of the feet and
Adoration of the Most Blessed
Sacrament after Mass until
Midnight.

Sign up sheet in the back of church

Friday Passion of the Lord
3:00 pm Good Friday Service
(with Veneration of the Cross)

7:00 pm Stations of the Cross

Religious Education
Catechists Meeting – There will be a catechists meeting on Saturday, April 27 at 9:00
AM in the parish hall. Breakfast will be
served. The meeting is for all RE teachers,
Confirmation catechists, RCIA mentors, Children’s’ Liturgy leaders, RE committee members and anyone interested in joining our team of catechists or youth ministry.
Seder Supper – Thank you to the 5th/6th grade RE class
for hosting the Seder Super. We had a great turn out and
a lot of fun while learning about the Passover meal.
Confirmation is scheduled for Tuesday, April 23 at the cathedral. Please keep all of our Confirmands in your prayers.
Our First Communicants will receive First Holy Communion on Sunday, May 5th at 10:45 Mass. Please pray for
these precious children as they prepare to receive the
Body and Blood of Christ for the first time.
We are entering into a very busy time of year as we approach Easter and the end of the year. Please continue to
read the bulletin, emails and fliers for the most up to date
information.
Godspeed, Theresa

Book Club- “We absolutely must encounter this divine
love anew...personally, profoundly, in a way that turns
our world upside down.” In His Likeness by Edward Sri
There is so much richness in Dr. Sri’s book we could
discuss it for a month! We are going to try to see what
we can do with two hours. Third Friday of the Month
Book Club, moved to 4th Friday, April 26, 7-9pm in the
Parish Hall. Join us for the first of what are sure to be
many discussions regarding being transformed as a
disciple of Christ.

Saturday Easter Vigil
8:30 pm Easter Vigil Mass
Reception welcoming
our newly initiated Neophytes
Immediately after Mass
in the Parish Hall

Easter Sunday
8:00 am Mass & 10:45 am Mass
Easter Egg Hunt
following 8:00 am Mass

Blessing of the First Foods

immediately following 8:00 am and just
prior to 10:45 am Masses

Our Growing Catholic Community Continued...
Garst Memories-The Garst family moved into the area in 1918. The Garst
boys that you know are lifelong members. There are a few memories that
have been handed down from their dad, Clarence: he used to be a server
and would serve with Joe Eakins. That makes 3 generations of Garst that
have served at St. Thomas. Clarence said that George Kellermeyer used to
go in at 3 am to put coal in the furnace to heat the church for mass. And he
told the story of when they were rebuilding the hall and he borrowed a
truck from the John Deere dealer in Fortville and went to pick up the bricks
for the exterior. There was a tight turn under one of the railroad overpasses on Mass. Ave. in Indianapolis that he got stuck under, so the priest at
the time, Fr. Minton went with him to help him get through the tight turn.
More Garst memories-The Garst have been very involved in
most of the building projects and repairs at St. Thomas. Clarence was part
of the building committee when the hall was bought and moved to our
property and his son Bill was in charge of the building committee when we
added onto the hall. The Garst reroofed the church the first time, having to
tear off the slate and replace them with tar shingles. Dave was in charge
with the help of Bill and some of the Hanson kids. It was a very dirty project! Clarence paid for the shingles and the parish paid for the labor.
More Garst memories-Bob Garst remembered when Rosemary Cairns
Ritchie was in high school and fell on the sidewalks in front of the church
and the men of the parish pitched in and replaced the sidewalks to make
them safer. Clarence paid $100 for the concrete and then went up in front
of church one weekend and made a plea to the parish and raised enough in
the second collection to pay him back. All the Garst boys remember cutting
down a big Mulberry tree that was at the northwest corn of the church
between the church and the hall. It was large and hanging over both buildings. So they and Al Welp cut down the tree and bulldozed the stump away.
Don Hanson took pictures of the event and all the people who came to
watch.

More Garst memories-Bill Garst remembers when Vatican II changes happened; we had a person at each mass who was the “Commentator”. That
person sat up in front and helped people know what to say and do during
mass. At 8 am mass it was Leo Statmiller and at 10:30 mass it was Harry
Cairns. He remembers that when he first started serving, he had just
learned all the Latin prayers he needed to know to serve but everything
changed to English by the time he actually served at mass. Bill remembers
there was a cloth that hung down the back of the communion rail that the
servers flipped up onto the top of the rail right before communion and that
the servers entered on the north side of the church and vested where the
priests vest now. He remembers that he ended up with the old brass bed
that the priests used in the church.

Support our Bulletin Sponsors:

Happy Birthday

Sunday, April 14: Seth McAlarney
Monday, April 15: Reba Weir
Tuesday, April 16: Megan
Gawrys, Laura Holland, Maria Rigdon
Wednesday, April 17: Brittany Gaither,
Wes Nicholson

Thursday, April 18: Clair Wallace, Kristen
White

Friday, April 19: Jody Barnhorst, Troy
McIntyre, Michael Shine

Saturday, April 20: Alex Lewis

United Catholic Appeal Update
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Fall 2018
Parish Goal

$17,304

Amount Pledged

$18,205

% of Goal

105%

Total $’s Received

$15,320

Parish Households

213

# of Pledges

35

Parish Participation

16%

Thank you, Fr. George
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Help them find it by being a sponsor
bulletin sponsor

