St. Thomas the Apostle, Fortville.
“My Lord, and my God”

May 5, 2019

The Wedding
at Cana

Third Sunday of Easter

Pastor Fr. George Nangachiveettil
Email: georgenangachi@gmail.com
Cell: 317-965-9892

Parish Office 317-485-5101
 OFFICE HOURS

Luke 19:28-40

 Tue - Friday

8:30 am to 4:.30 pm

 Mass Schedule
 Saturday
 Sunday
 Tue & Wed
 Thursday & Fri
 Monday Rosary

5:00 pm
8:00 am & 10:45 am
5:30 pm
12:00 Noon
7.30 pm

Bible Study: Sunday 9:15 am & Thursday 1:30 pm

Jesus said to Simon Peter “ Come and Follow Me.”
Baptism: All Baptisms are scheduled through the Parish Office.
Reconciliation: Half hour before Saturday & Sunday
Masses or by appointment.
First Eucharist: Preparation for first Eucharist occurs
in the 2nd grade religious education class.
Confirmation: Prepared during the junior and senior
years of high school.
Matrimony: A six month preparation prior to the wedding. Contact the Parish Office.
Anointing the Sick: Please call office to anoint before
surgery or during any serious illness, or to visit hospital or nursing homes
Rite of Christian initiation of Adults: RCIA: This
program addresses the needs of adults who wish to
learn more about the Catholic Faith. Please contact the
Religious Education office.

Staff

Deacon Tony Lewis
317-777-1430 aelewis73@gmail.com
ARE: Theresa Werking
317-485-5103
religioused@stthomasfortville.com
Dir. Of Liturgy & Choir: Stephanie Garst
317-407-7257 sbgarst@gmail.com
Youth Minister: Kathi Dickerson
317-326-8467
thumperaf@hrtc.net
Secretary: Diane Brady
317-485-5101 secretary@stthomasfortville.com
Address: 523 S. Merrill Street, Fortville, IN 46040

We would like to extend a warm welcome to you today,
whether you are visiting us for the first time or have chosen
St. Thomas Church as your parish . We pray that the Lord
will continue to bless you as you desire to serve Him

If you are interested in becoming a Parishioner here at St. Thomas, Please contact the
Parish Office at 317-485-5102

Celebrating 150 years of Catholic Faith

St. Thomas the Apostle, Fortville
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Mass Intentions
May 7, Tuesday NO Mass
May 8, Wednesday NO Mass
May 9, Thursday NO Mass
May 10, Friday NO Mass
May 11, Saturday 5:00 pm Mass
Lou Faenzi by The Gang

May 12, Sunday 8:00 am Mass
St. Thomas Parishioners

May 12, Sunday 10:45 am Mass
Norma Pezez by Bonnie Sweeney
Activities for the week of May 5 — May 11
Sunday

May Crowning
9:15 am RE Classes
10:45 am First Communion
12:00 pm Youth group Cinco Demayo
Canned Food Sunday
Monday
7:00 pm 150th Anniversary Meeting
7:30 pm Pray the Rosary in Church
Tuesday
6:00 pm Wellness Class
7:00 pm Children’s Choir
Wednesday 1:00 pm St. Ann’s Club
7:00 pm RE Meeting
Thursday 1:30 pm Bible Study
7:00 pm K of C
Friday
Saturday
9:00 am Spring Work Day
Pick-up Flowers after Mass
Volunteers the week of May 5 – May 11
Collection Counters—Team A
Homebound Minister—Rick Garst
PV Nursing Home —Dave & Monica Dunham
TB Nursing Home —Dave & Monica Dunham

Readings for the week
Monday: Acts 6: 8-15; Jn 6: 22-29
Tuesday: Acts 7: 51-8: 1a; Jn 6: 30-35
Wednesday: Acts 8: 1b-8; Jn 6: 35-40
Thursday: Acts 8: 26-40; Jn 6: 44-51
Friday: Acts 9: 1-20; Jn 6: 52-59
Saturday: Acts 9: 31-42; Jn 6: 60-69
Sunday: Acts 13: 14, 43-52; Rv 7: 9, 14b-17; Jn 10: 27-30

Ministry Schedule
Saturday, May 11, 5:00 pm
Ushers
Jon Smith, Pat Cairns
Lector
Theresa Werking, Lois Ittenbach
Euch. Min. Rosemary Ritchie

Sunday, May 12, 8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Server
Euch. Min.
Gifts

Lou & Sue Hurrle
Paul Hayes, Jeff Young
Dominic & Tori Apo
Deacon Frank
Hayes Family

Sunday, May 12, 10:45 am
Ushers
Lector
Server
Euch. Min.
Gifts

Marvin Massey, Violeta Watt
Steven Moll, Kathy Gammons
Jillian Dierckman, Aaron Moll
Deacon Frank
Billstrom Family

Offerings for the week of April 28, 2019
Sunday Collection: $3,071.45
Home Missions: $226.00
Average Weekly Online Giving: $900.00
Weekly Collections needed for budget
including online giving $4,056.00
Thank you for your stewardship
to St. Thomas the Apostle.
Stewardship Message
This weekend’s Gospel reading from John enjoys a number of
themes not least of which has to do with hearing Christ’s call to
live differently but returning to our “comfort zones.” Even after
seeing the risen Lord and receiving his blessing and missionary
charge, his disciples go back to what they were doing before
Jesus first called them. Instead of continuing Jesus’ ministry,
they return to the life they knew. When faced with the choice
between embarking on a new way of life or staying where life is
familiar and comfortable, they chose the latter. Good stewards
know that Christ has called them to open their hearts and live in
a different way. How often do we retreat from the Lord’s call so
that we may remain with what is comfortable and familiar?

Let Us Pray, Lord, in your loving mercy please bless
your servants who are in need of healing and
strength:

Frank Brady, Marie Collins, Calvin Cox, Barbara Kuta, Caroline Downing, Barbara Farrington, Joyce Gloudemans,
Merlin Groves, Amanda Jones, Doug Ley, Beth Shine, Thelma Smock, John Sturm, Zacha Vogt, Charlie Weber, Jim
Willard, Karla Whisenand

all the sick and suffering from our parish, those serving in the military, and our homebound,
hospitalized and nursing home residents.

We ask this through Christ our Lord,
Amen.
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Religious Education

Dear St Thomas Family,
“First Holy Communion”
“Let the little children come to me,
and do not stop them; for it is too
such as these that the kingdom of
heaven belongs.”
First Holy Communion is a major and significant milestone in the life of every Catholic. Most of us remember
that great day in our life. First Communion is the first
personal meeting with Jesus who is in the Eucharist as
our most special friend, to whom we can talk our hearts
out.
St. Thomas family is proud that this weekend at the
10:45 am Mass we have 5 children receiving their first
Holy Communion. They are: Caroline Dunham, Joseph
Flora, Charlie Hanna and Miriam Faulkenberg.
A child is symbol of innocence, sincerity, and purity because there is not the slightest trace of deception in her/
him. They do not hide their feelings and emotions. A
child is a symbol of openness, openness means a readiness to learn and be transformed. A child is a great comforter in times of pain. We see all the above mentioned
qualities in these children. Let us congratulate them and
pray for them on this occasion, of our parish First Communion celebration. Let us join with their parents to
thank God and also to ask God to bless us with the qualities of childlikeness.
I am leaving for India to be with my family and siblings.
My flight is from Chicago on Monday 4.30 pm to Dubai,
then to Cochin. I will reach home Wednesday morning in
India, for you it will be Tuesday 7 pm. Please keep me in
your prayers.

Congratulations to our First Communicants who received
First Holy Communion this Sunday.
Archbishop Charles Thompson extends an invitation to
any baptized Catholic adult who wishes to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation to the annual Adult Confirmation taking place on Sunday, June 9, 2019 at 10:30 am at
Saints Peter & Paul Cathedral. Please contact Theresa in
the Office of Faith Formation for more information.
The Baccalaureate Mass for our graduating seniors is on
Saturday, May 18 at the 5:00 PM Mass. Come to Mass to
wish them well and see them off to the next chapter of
their lives. Please pray for our youth as the finish up this
last month of high school. Be safe and make memories!
See the flier in the bulletin for more information.
VBS is scheduled for Friday, June 7, Saturday, June 8 and
Sunday, June 9. On Sunday, June 9 the youth of our parish
will fill the ministry roles at Mass. We will celebrate the
Feast of Pentecost and finish with the annual parish picnic. Registration forms will be sent home and emailed
this week. Our theme this year will be “The Great Commissioning” and “Pentecost – the birthday of the
church”. We have lots of cool surprises in store for all
ages! You won’t want to miss it.
Godspeed,
Theresa

The Parish Council will be accepting nominations
for two at large seats. Nominations will take place on
May 18th & 19th. Presentation of the nominees to the
Parish will be on June 1st & 2nd with elections on June
8th & 9th.

Once again I thank you for your cards and prayerful support in my grief.
Sounds of Easter—Celebration of Growth

Sincerely,
Father George Nangachiveettil
Pastor
St. Thomas Spring Work Day
Saturday, May 11th 9:00 am
Please come and help us!
Many hands make light work !

Congratulations To:

Matt & Kathi Dickerson on becoming
new Grandparents.
Vincent Michael Dickerson was born
on Wednesday, May 1, 2019

Thursday, May 9th 7PM
St. Michael Catholic Church
Concert Featuring instrumental and vocal works by:
Bach, Mozart, Palestrina, Tallis and more.
Admission Free but donations to the St. Michael Capital
Campaign are welcome.

Expecting Moms

Whether you are expecting
your first child , second, or more. The Women’s Club would
like to bring you some home cooked meals after you return
home from the hospital.
Please call Lois Ittenbach at 317-485-4620 to let her know
your specifics and we will gladly bring you some meals.

OUR CONDOLENCES
To Joe Gehring and family, who's brother
Bill Gehring passed away on Wednesday,
May 2, 2019 in Monticello Kentucky. May his
soul and the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace.

Happy Birthday

St. Thomas History Continued...
Memories from Pat Cairns
During the late 60’s our family had a dog named Gus. Gus was
a great pet for our family. Gus was a brown and white boxer,
big, powerful and very protective of his family and friends.
One Sunday Gus followed us to church here at St. Thomas. As
we entered the church from the north sanctuary doors Gus
started to follow us in. The priest at that time was reverend
Matthew Harold. Father Harold was a tall man 6’6 stern and
disciplined. When I entered church that day knowing Gus was
behind me I closed the door. Father Harold told me to open
the door, I explained to Father that our dog followed us to
church and that he would come in, Father replied “Open the
door and let the dog come in it would be alright”. Sure
enough as I opened the door
As we processed out to the altar it was me, my brother, Father Harold then Gus. When my dad saw Gus he got up to
remove him from the church, Father Harold said to my dad
“Harry leave the dog alone, it will be okay”. I believe this is as
calm as I have ever heard Father Harold speak to anyone and
with that dad returned to his seat. As Father continued with
the mass Gus sat right next to me but when Father stood up
for the Gospel and his Homily Gus moved to sit right next to
Father Harold just to the right side of the pulpit. I don’t think I
ever saw that dog sit so straight and so still holding his head
up the whole time Father spoke. Father never mentioned the
dog through his homily. It wasn’t until the end that Father
finally said “at least the dog stayed awake”. As we completed
the rest of the mass Gus would follow either me or my brother as we served that day. He followed us during communion
and stopped in front of each of my family member as they
went to communion. At the end on Mass I was sure Father
was going to give us some grief about Gus following us to
church but he never said a word that I recall. However for my

mom and dad it was another story, let’s just say that we
had the strict task of making sure that Gus was in the
house before we left for church every Sunday after that.

Support our Bulletin Sponsors:

Sunday, May 5: Dawn Page
Monday, May 6:
Tuesday, May 7: Denise Arney, Patrick
Miller
Wednesday, May 8: Erin Billstrom
Thursday, May 9: Michael Sweeney
Friday, May 10:
Saturday, May 11:
May 13-June 24, 2019 Divorce and Beyond
There will be a divorce and beyond session for six consecutive Monday evenings at the Catholic Center 1400 North
Meridian Street, Indpls, IN 46201 in the Providence Conference Room from 7-9 pm starting May 13th (the group will
not meet on May 27 Memorial Day) The support group explores the stress, anger, blame and guilt of divorce with the
goal of leading participants toward ultimate forgiveness,
happiness and growth. Separated or divorced of all faiths
are welcome.

Benedict Inn 1402 Southern Ave Beech Grove, IN 46107
Color & Pray with Mary
Tuesday, May 14th @ 6:30 pm—8:30 pm
Honor the Blessed Mother this month by spending time
sharing, coloring, conversation, and praying the Rosary
together. Explore how coloring can become a form of prayer,
enhancing meditation on the mysteries of the Rosary.
Cost: $30 (includes book) to Register: 317-788-7581
Or www.benedictinn.org

Check these ads before you check the Internet or Yellow Pages!!

People are looking for your business

Help them find it by being a sponsor
bulletin sponsor

