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A Little Liturgical FYI 
In 2020, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, February 2, falls on Sunday. This occurs only about every six years or so. 

According to the Universal Norms for the Liturgical Year and the General Roman Calendar, the Feast takes precedence 
over Sundays in Ordinary Time. The Presentation of the Lord commemorates the day when Joseph and Mary, in fulfillment 
of Jewish law, brought Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem, 40 days after his birth. When December 25th was adopted as the 
date of Christmas in the Roman Rite in the fourth century, the Presentation began to be celebrated on February 2, 40 days 
after Christmas. At the start of the 8th century, Pope Sergius added candlelight procession and blessing and distribution of 
candles to the feast day, and it became known as “Candlemas”.  At St. Thomas this year we will be blessing candles during 

mass on the weekend of February 1-2 and everyone who comes to mass will be given a candle to take home with them. 
Also, due to the fact the St. Blaise day is the very next day on February 3, Father and the Deacons will be blessing throats 
immediately following mass. St. Blaise lived in the 4th century and was bishop of Sebaste. He was a physician who healed 

people and animals. According to legend, sick animals would come to him for help but would not disturb him while he was 
praying. One day a group of hunters came upon St. Blaise in a cave and were surprised and frightened to see the bishop 
kneeling in prayer surrounded by wolves, lions, and bears. The hunters dragged him off to prison for being a Christian. A 

mother approached him with her young son, who had a fish bone stuck in his throat. At the Saint’s command the child was 
able to cough up the bone and was saved. St. Blaise is the patron saint of healthy throats, builders, construction workers, 

veterinarians, animals.          Stephanie Garst 

Bringing the Good News 
St. Thomas exceeded the United Catholic 
Appeal financial goal set by the Archdio-

cese by 5%!  We also exceeded the Archdi-
ocese average percentage of households 
participating.  Way to go St. Thomas! If 
you still want to give, there is still time, 
and we do still need contributions.  The 

Archdiocese has challenged us to have 52 
households contribute and we need only 
15 more to meet the goal. Donate online 

at the Archdiocese of Indianapolis website 
or contact the parish office for a contribu-

tion card. 
 

What happened to the St. Thomas Parish 
Appeal? 

The Archdiocese asked parishes to move 
their parish appeals to the season of 

Lent.  This allows us to discern our gifts of 
time, talent and treasure during the litur-

gical season where this is the focus.  If you 
are making your beginning of the year fi-

nancial resolutions and you are interested 
in moving to online giving instead of using 
the envelopes, please contact the parish 

office for details or visit the parish website 
at Stthomasfortville.org. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
The Knights of Columbus had a busy end to 2019 
and are off to eventful start to 2020.  In Novem-

ber, we continued the year’s success by hosting a 
record breaking Mini Monte Carlo.  Thank you to 
Matt Dickerson for all his efforts coordinating this 

event.  The money raised is used to support a 
wide range of worthy causes including seminarian 

support, Gibault Children’s Services, and other local charitable organizations.  
In December, the Knights participated in the Fortville Winterfest Parade.  We 

also held our annual Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest.  Congratula-
tions to this year’s winners!  Lastly, we hosted a Breakfast with Santa for the 

young and young at heart in the parish.  In January, we coordinated a Novena 
for Life in order to pray for our society to respect life at all stages.  Thank you 

for all those that partici-
pated in these events.  The 
new Knights of Columbus 
4th degree assembly, the 
Fathers Glenn O’Connor 

and John Kasarda Assem-
bly 3863, is on its way to 
formation.  In February, 

we are planning our annu-
al Valentine’s Dinner and 
Dance and Fat Tuesday 
Dinner.  We hope to see 

you there! 



Faith is to believe what you do 
not see; the reward of this faith 

is to see what you believe 

 

Please Welcome Our New 

Parishioners: 
Tom & Denna Fagan 
Vincent & Katie Buck 

St. Anne’s Club 
St. Anne’s club meets again on the 
2nd Wed. of the month for a fun 

filled afternoon of Euchre and 
chatter.  Anyone else in the Parish 

who is free Wed. afternoons is 
welcome to join us.  Call Lois Han-

son 317-485-4692. 

Free Catholic Programs        Free Videos          Free Audio          Free eBooks 
Grow Closer to Christ                     Learn more about your Catholic faith 

 1. Go to formed.org/signup.  2. Select your Parish.  3. Register with your name and email. 
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Pro Life 
 January 22, 2020 was the 47th anniversary of Roe v Wade. I hope all who participated in the events of the last 
couple of weeks - - the Novena for Life, the Vigil at St. John in Indianapolis, the March for Life in Indianapolis, and the 

showing of the movie Unplanned - - had a meaningful experience. 
At St. Thomas, the 4th Sunday of every month is Birthline Sunday. Everyone is encouraged to bring items to support 

mothers and babies who need material help. Birthline is a ministry of the Office of Human Life and Dignity, Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis. 

The Mission of Birthline … 
We provide material support for pregnant women and mothers of infants in need. We plant the seed of God's love within 

the hearts of women and men who may feel overwhelmed, lost, alone and afraid. We support those who are single, 
married, young or old. We serve approximately 1100 clients each year. 

The following items are needed: 
Maternity Clothing      Boy and Girl Infant through size 2T clothing  Diapers  
Formula       Portable baby bed (no full size cribs)  Strollers 

 
Birthline staff and volunteers have researched and discovered the most economical stores to purchase items needed for 
Birthline. To see the recommended list and stores, check the website at https://www.archindy.org/humanlifeanddignity/

ministries-birthline.html. 
Have a blessed 2020, Janice Weber, Pro-Life Coordinator 



Administrator of Faith Formation 
Youth Ministry… Empowering leaders… Engaging young people. 

Recently, I have been reflecting on my days in the youth group at my parish when I was growing 
up back in the 80’s.  This was before screens of all shapes and sizes were the end all, be all of our 
social sphere.  I belonged to a small town Catholic parish in northwest Indiana.  Some of the kids 
were farm kids.  Some were townies.  Our youth group met on the second and fourth Sunday 
evening of every month.  We met in the church basement.  Sometimes there were 30 of us. 
Sometimes there were 5.  Our refreshments consisted of Doritos, Tombstone frozen pizzas, pop 

(because we are in the Midwest) and cookies if someone baked that afternoon.   If 30 of us showed up we played softball 
in the church parking lot.  If 20 of us showed up we played volleyball or “tackle volleyball”.  And, if only 5 came we played 
mush ball.  Mush ball is like softball but a melon sized mushy ball is used because when you hit it doesn’t go far so you 
don’t need outfielders.  Most of the time when we played we would have an additional 2 players because my parents 
were the sponsors and they would jump in to even up the teams or pitch.   Some time we would just sit in the church 
basement and talk about silly stuff and laugh.  We went on three types of outings away from the church. Every year we 
went to the Indiana Dunes. On alternating years we would either go to Turkey Run State Park or Great America Amuse-
ment Park.  We did one pancake and sausage breakfast fundraiser during the Mint Festival which sustained us all year. 
We did a variety of small service projects in the community. It was a pretty simple set up.  

Our youth group was called Active Catholic Teenagers or A.C.T. for short.  Here’s what I remember most when I reflect. 
The first boy I liked and thought I would marry came to ACT.  He didn’t know that.  My best friend then and now came to 
ACT.  When I went to a high school football game or 4-H meeting, I always knew I wanted to sit with my friends from ACT.  
I remember sitting on cold metal folding chairs in the church basement and the echoing sound they made when we 
dragged them across the floor to put them away.  I remember debating stuff like “is it pop or soda”.  I remember playing 
Ping Pong in the winter or when it rained.  I remember that everyone liked my parents even though I thought they were 
dreadfully old and square. (Sorry, Mom and Dad, I still do but thanks for being our Youth Ministers.) I remember being so 
excited about Doritos and Tombstones.  Nothing fancy.  Very simple. A community of kids with shared values and some 
great memories.   

Maybe that seems boring to our kids today.  Youth Ministry has so much with which to compete. Our youth are starved 
for community.  Community is built on relationships and service to each other.  Building community takes commitment 
and hard work just like any relationship. It’s not always easy and it not always fun.   

We have been without a Youth Minister for a while now.  Someone will answer a call to this position at St. Thomas.  The 
right person or people are out there.  We wait in patient hope.  Keep praying.  Be patient.  But, in the meantime, send 
your kids to youth group activities.  Have them get in touch with me.  There are a multitude of things our youth can do at 
St. Thomas to build leadership skills, serve, influence, and learn to become engaged and committed disciples in their faith 
and community.  It’s not always going to be exciting.  Growing in faith and service to our parish are the reward.   

Be on the lookout for the NEW Youth Ministry schedule for 2020 in your email and on line.  I will present the new sched-
ule and a few new ideas on Sunday, February 2 after the Youth Sunday Breakfast during a midyear 
parent meeting in the parish hall.  The Annual Winter Retreat is on February 21 & 22.  Registration is 
now open. 

God Speed,   
Theresa Werking 

Building Committee 

In various ways we informed the parish and community about receiving a grant to help offset the 
costs of hiring Entheos Architects to help us to work out a comprehensive plan for St. Thomas.  

This was really needed to help fulfill the needs of the Archdiocese in the first step of the building 
process, which is to supply them with a Case Statement.  The first stage of work with Entheos has 

been completed, which was to meet with all of our committees that represent all the ministries of our parish to ask for 
what kind of space we need for various activities and in what ways we are lacking.  Entheos will now bring all that input 

together and will be meeting with the Building Committee on January 27th to review the responses.   
Please mark you calendars for Sunday, February 9th from 9-10am, between the masses to attend a Parish Gathering to 
hear and comment on the details of what Entheos use to begin development of comprehensive plan options for our cur-

rent campus and our land across Garden Street.  THIS IS YOUR TIME TO BE PART OF THIS PROCESS AND PROVIDE INPUT.  
Please take advantage of it and plan to attend.   Thank you!  Kevin Sears 



               

Upcoming Events  
 
January 
27—Bible Study 6:30p 
29—Parish Council 
30—Bible Study 1:30 
February 
2—Youth Breakfast 
2—Confirmation 
3—Bible Study 6:30p  
5—Spiritual Life 
6—Bible Study 1:30p 
6—KofC 7p 
7—Adoration 12:30-5:30 
9—Parish Gathering with 
Entheos Architects 
12—Wellness Class 
13—Bible Study 1:30p 
15—Valentine’s Dinner 
16—Confirmation 2pm 
17—Bible Study 6:30p  
18—Finance/Bldg. Grds 
19—Women’s Club 
20—Bible Study 1:30p 
20—KofC 7p 
21—Winter Retreat 6-11p 
21—Winter Retreat 9a-8p 
22—Chili Cookoff 6p 
23—Confirmation 12p 
24—Bible Study 6:30p  
25—Fat Tuesday 
26—Ash Wednesday 
27—Bible Study 1:30 
28—Lenten Dinner 
March 
1—Canned Food 
2—Bible Study 6:30p  
4—Spiritual Life 7p 
5—Bible Study 1:30p 
5—KofC 
6—Adoration 12:30-5:30p 
6—Lenten Dinner 
6-8—St. Meinred Retreat 
9—Bible Study 6:30p  
11—Wellness Class 
11—RE Committee 
12—Bible Study 1:30p 
13—Lenten Dinner 
14—Crop Day 9a-5p 
15— Youth Breakfast 
16—Bible Study 6:30p  
17—Finance/Bldg. Grds 
18—Women’s Club 
19—Bible Study 1:30p 
19—KofC 
20—Lenten Dinner 
23— Bible Study 6:30p  
25—Parish Council 7p 
28—Bible Study 1:30 
27—Lenten Dinner 
30—Bible Study 6:30p 

Parish Gathering 
On February 9th at 9am, between the masses, there will be a Parish Gathering  with Kevin Stuck-

wisch of Entheos Architects.  He will summarize the input received from meetings with all our vari-
ous committees.  This is your chance as a parishioner of St. Thomas to contribute to the future 

plans of our parish and buildings.  Please plan to attend.  This will help us define a more complete 
comprehensive plan for St. Thomas. 

Finance/Building & Grounds: 
Thank you to all who helped with the Fall Clean Up Day back in November.   

We appreciate everyone who came out to help keep our parish grounds looking nice. 

“Many hands make light work” 
John Heywood 

Women’s  Club: 
The ladies of the Women’s Club are hard at work planning the Trivia Night that raises money to 

support the scholarships for our graduating high school seniors. They have also begun planning for 
the Meatless Lenten Dinners they offer during Lent and another Scrapbooking day in March. At the 
February meeting the ladies will be having a baby shower for Birthline. All ladies of the parish are 
invited. You may also leave donated items for Birthline baby shower in the back of church and the 

ladies will get it to Birthline. Our next meeting is Wednesday, February 19th. Ladies please consider 
joining us for some fun and fellowship.  

Spiritual Life/Stewardship: 
Important Dates: 

1/26 Prayer for Life prayer cards 
1/22 March for Life at 10:30am at St. John’s  

1/26 The Vigil for Life at St. John’s from 7-9pm 

Book Club 
 

Below are the Third Friday of the Month Book Club selections 
 

• February 17 7-9pm The Great Divorce by C. S. Lewis 

• March 20,  7-9pm The Mindful Catholic: Finding God One Moment at a Time by Dr. Gregory 
Bottaro and Peter Kreeft 

• April 17, 2020 7-9 pm The Awakening of Miss Prim by Natalia Sanmartin Fenollera 

• May 15, 2020 Saving Cee Cee Honeycutt by Beth Hoffman  






