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Upcoming Events  What’s Happening at St. Thomas 
June 
4—Wellness Class 6pm 
5—Spiritual Life 
6—K of C 
7—Adoration 
7-9—VBS 
9—Parish Picnic 
11—Finance 
18—Finance 
19—Women’s Club 
20—K of C 
22—Movie Night 
26—Parish Council 
27—Building Committee 
July 
4—K of C 
10—RE Committee  
16—Finance 
18—K of C 
21-23—Parish Mission 
25—Building Committee  
27—Festival Booth Setup 
30-31—Festival Setup 
31—Parish Council 
August 
1—K of C 
1-2—Festival Setup 
2—Adoration 
2—Monte Carlo Night 
3—Festival 
4—Festival Cleanup 
6—Wellness Class 
9—Catechist Retreat 
11—RE Registration 
20—Finance 
28—Parish Council 
29—Building Committee 
September 
3—Wellness Class 
4—Spiritual Life 
5—K of C 
6—Adoration 
11—RE Committee 
14—150th Ann. Celebration 
16—Archbishop Dinner 
17—Finance 
18—Women’s Club 
19—K of C 
25—Parish Council 
26—Building Committee 

Parish Council 
The Parish Constitution has 
been undergoing some ed-
iting that included an update 
to the Finance/Building & 
Grounds responsibilities as 
well as a rework of the Spir-
itual Life section to include 
Stewardship.  Elections of 
two new at-large members is 
still in the works.  All nomina-
tions have been made and 
nominees will be presented 
to the parish June 1-2 and 
Election will be June 8-9. 
 
Finance/Building & Grounds: 
On May 8th, some parking lot 
repairs were made.  In addi-
tion, a concrete pad was put 
in outside the North door of 
the Hall.  This is where the 
dumpster is located and was 
to prevent the ruts in the as-
phalt that had developed 
over the years.  The rest of 
the parking lot project will be 
scheduled soon. We will fill 
cracks, two coats of sealer 
and re-stripe the surface.  
 

St. Anne’s Club: 
St. Anne’s ladies met again 
on the 2nd Wed. of the 
month for a fun filled after-
noon of Euchre and chatter.  
Anyone else in the Parish 
who has Wed. afternoons 
free and would like to join us 
is very welcome.  Call Lois 
Hanson 317-485-4692. 

Women’s  Club: 
The ladies of the Women’s Club 
have been very busy these last 
few months. And we would like 
to thank all of those who have 
supported us in our many en-
deavors. Trivia Night in January 
was lots of fun and we raised 
enough money to help support 
the scholarships for our gradu-
ating high school seniors, our 
Lenten Dinners was one of our 
best years financially, and we 
took a car load of items to 
Birthline. A VERY HUGE THANK 
YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT! 
We will be finishing up our year 
with a Tea Party hosted by 
Stephanie Garst and then we 
will be going out to eat in June. 
We will not meet during July 
and August and will start up 
again on the third Wednesday 
of September. Some of our up-
coming donations will be: shar-
ing the cost of the 
“Formed.org” subscription with 
the Knights of Columbus and 
help pay for the scholarships. 
All ladies of the parish are 
members of the Women’s Club 
and we would love to see you 
at some of our upcoming 
meetings.  
 
 

Spiritual Life/Stewardship: 
Baby bottle money ($1320) will 
be split between Birthline and 
Hancock County women’s re-
source center.  Thank you to all 
those who volunteered and 
participated in the Holy Thurs-
day Foot Washing!!  A member 
of the committee attended the 
East Deanery Discipleship even 
on March 27th.  We hosted the 
First Communion Brunch on  
May 19th.  Thanks to all who 
assisted!! 
 

Religious Education: 
Los Maguelles Night was a fun 
time and raised $440 for NCYC.  
We partnered with them to get 
a percent of profits at their 
Fortville and Pendleton loca-
tions.  The Fortville location 
doubled their sales for a Mon-
day night.  Thanks to all who 
supported our youth.  Spread 
the word about VBS at St. 
Thomas, June 7-9.  Our theme 
this year will be “The Great 
Commissioning” and 
“Pentecost – the birthday of 
the church”.  

Baptisms 
 

Marshall Faulkenberg   
Dec 1st 2018 

 

Piper Hartman   
Feb. 23rd,2019 

 

Brynna Sparks  
March 27th, 2019 



Dear St Thomas family, 

“You must be compassionate, just as your Father is compassionate” Luke 6:36 

Peace of the Risen Lord! Our newsletter Good Samaritan, May issue is coming to you. The title 
itself inspires us to become a Good Samaritan in our daily life.  The story of Good Samaritan tells 
us also about our sin of omission. My parting message for all of you is that be kind and 
compassionate to each other. The word compassion comes from a Latin word – com-patire, means 
to feel with somebody in his/her situation of sorrow and helplessness. Jesus said to his disciples 

“forgive as I have forgiven you” How many occasions we might have missed to forgive our neighbor, friends and relatives?. 
When we are not forgiving others means we are like the Priest and the Levite who bypassed, ignoring to attend the 
wounded traveler on the road.  The Good Samaritan story is a reminder that let us not miss occasions to do good for 
others, in words, thoughts and actions. 

I thank you everyone in our Parish who have been a great support to me these past six years. A big thank you to the 
communication committee for their hard work to print this Newsletter promptly. May God bless us all, 

Thankfully, 

Father George  

ADMINISTRATOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

 I always dread newsletter time.  I am always the last to turn in my article.  I make notes between newsletters 
about possible topics, ideas or information to write about. But, no matter what I do I always have trouble getting started.  
I guess I could just use this space to give you straight information.  That would be easy and boring.   I look at it as an op-
portunity to tell you something special about what I am thinking, planning, or about myself to deepen our relationship.  
Mostly, I rely on the Holy Spirit to inspire me.  Inspiration came to me this time from a rock.  I’ll get to that in a minute. 

 I know it has become a running joke that I am a crier.  Despite all the preparation and the “pre-cry” time I give my-
self, I can rarely make it through a presentation without at least tearing up, weeping or full on bawling.  Even the kids are 
starting to get in on the joke saying, “Don’t cry this time”.  I try very hard to keep it together.  I give myself a pep talk every 
time.  Each time I think I can get through it.  I can’t.  There are always tears.  Afterwards, I tell David what a blubbering 
idiot I am and apologize for being such an embarrassment.  He always tells me it is genuine and that is my greatest gift.  I 
don’t believe him.  Movies, commercials, and onions don’t make me cry but you all wreck me.  Maybe he is right. 

 It is time we all accept there will be tears every time I have to speak about our kids, our program or this parish.  (I 
am crying right now!)  What you need to know is that these are tears of joy, satisfaction, gratitude, and pride…sometimes 
relief. Besides, crying is cathartic and i always feel refreshed after a good cry. Also, tears are good for your skin. However, I 
thought after four years I would start to harden.  But every year it is a new group of kids I have to announce at First Com-
munion, Confirmation or baccalaureate.  So, every year I will have a new opportunity to cry new tears for those kids. All 
year long I pray for our kids, parents, our program, and myself.  I put a lot of energy into these prayers. And, at the end 
why should I deprive myself, the kids, and you of my expression of JOY.   There are a lot of other ways I could express 
these emotions because I express myself in a lot of ways.  Tears seems the most appropriate when I am on the altar in 
front of you.  We are Baptized with water.  Tears are water.  Every time I cry, I am renewing my baptismal promises and 
my commitment to this parish.  I want to feel that amount of joy and wash away my sins with tears. 

 So, back to this rock.  On Sunday, a couple of gift bags were on my desk, lovely little expressions of your apprecia-
tion.  I took the gift bags home with me to open.  I, of course, put that and writing an article off in lieu of a nap and beating 
myself up for another tearful weekend.  This morning I enjoyed my coffee while I opened the gifts.  A polished stone with 
the scripture “The joy of the Lord is your strength” Nehemiah 8:10 on it was in one of the bags. It is the joy this ministry 
brings me that sustains me through the challenges.  It is your support and friendship that bring me joy!  The tears of joy 
will not stop.  They are an outward sign of my joy.  So, get use to them. P.S. It took an ancient Persian governor named 
Nehemiah and a rock to convince me that David is right. Don’t tell him that I said that. 

 On to VBS!  We will continue to explore discipleship at VBS.  Our theme is “The Great 
Commissioning” and Pentecost.  Please register NOW! There are lots of great things planned and I 
can’t wait to share them with your kids. VBS is June 7, 8, & 9. 

God Speed,   
Theresa Werking 



Please welcome our  

New Parishioners: 
Casey Butler & Trevor Hartman  and daugh-

ter Piper Hartman 
 

Dawn Branson & Marty Prichard 
 

A.J. & Brittany Gaither 
 

Mark & Joyce Gloudemans and son Michael  

 

47 parishioners are now registered and using FORMED.  FORMED 

has video content that is helping others on their faith journey and 
spiritual growth.  It is available to all St. Thomas Parishioners for 

free.  Go to Formed.org and register using the code, PJR9PB.  Feel 
free to share the code for evangelization purposes.  Please register 

and check it out. 

 

Go to www.formed.org and 
use code PJR9PB 

Homebound Ministry 
We have some very dedicated people here at St. Thomas who visit the shut-ins of St. Thomas and take the Eucharist to 

them. This ministry is not only about taking Communion but also about the visit and fellowship that they are sharing with 
our shut-ins. A big thank you to Dave & Monica Dunham, Eran McCarty, Rick Garst, Rosemary Ritchie, and Stephanie Garst. 
If you are ever interested in the Homebound or Nursing Home Ministries please give Stephanie Garst a call to discuss what 

is required (317-407-7257).   Stephanie Garst 

Bringing the Good News 
The Women’s Club baby shower 

for Birthline donated so many 
items, they were one of the big-
gest contributors in the Archdio-

cese to this organization. 
 

“I was impressed with what awe-
some stewards they (our young 
people) already are.  They serve 
in so many ways.  They serve at 

Mass, sing in the choir, even can-
tor!” Janice Weber from the Spir-
itual Life Committee meeting re-

flecting on the stewardship 
presentations to the Religious 

Education classes. 
 

Since 2018 St. Thomas has gained 
fifteen new families and since 
2013 we have gained eighty-

eight new families.  Many of our 
parishioners are so drawn to our 
community, they drive more than 

twenty minutes to get here.  
 

“Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts 
of your faithful and enkindle in 
them the fire of your love. Send 

forth Your Spirit and they shall be 
created. And you shall renew the 

face of the earth.” 

Indiana 
Catholic Men’s 

Conference 
 

The St. Thomas 
Knights of Columbus 
Council will have a 

group of men attend-
ing the Indiana Men’s 
Conference again this 
year.  We’d like to in-
vite other men of the 

parish to join us.  It’s a 
great experience with 
great speakers.  If ten 

(10) men attend, 
there will be a dis-

count.  Please contact 
Geoff Branson or Seth 
McAlarney, if you are 
interested and we’ll 
organize some car-

pooling. 



Building Committee 

The Building Committee has met six times since we began in January.  Below are some of our accomplishments: 
 We met with representatives from the Red Cross & Salvation Army.  Purpose was to see how a new facility could serve 

these organizations and the requirements, but also to see if any grants were available, which none are. 
 Christine Dudley created a questionnaire to have others in the parish fill out to get a feel for what we do well with our 

current hall, what could be improved, and what we feel we can do with a new facility. 
 We obtained the walking path drawings and plans from Town Planning.  The path will start and run along our property 

to the schools.  No crossing light is currently planned for the intersection.  
 We have reached out to the Archdiocese for guidance in our next steps, which they have advised. 

 We have reached out to St. Michael’s to learn about their renovation process. 
 St. Michael’s architect, Entheos, has visited our parish and provided some great feedback.  We have proposed working 

with Entheos to the Parish Council to help us understand our needs better and develop multiple master plans that 
would include Phases of development to consider.  We will delay a decision to hire them until our new priest is here. 

The St. Thomas Knights of Columbus have had a busy beginning of 2019.  
During Lent our council collected food for families in need through our 40 
Cans for Lent program.  With the support of the parish we were able to col-
lect 1448 lbs of food.  Thank you!!!  Starting this spring the council has been 
volunteering at the Gleaner’s Food Bank distribution in Fortville.  Mark 

Chatterson coordinated this year’s Easter egg hunt.  It was a little wet but the weather held out for the kids to enjoy search-
ing for eggs around the church grounds.  The Knights are in the process of organizing a 4th degree assembly at St. Thomas.  
This process should be completed in time for the 150th Anniversary celebration.   

  

 

150th Anniversary Party 
 We are excited about celebrating 150 years of being a parish. Our goal is to have a nice party with food, drinks, 
music and finish the night off with a laser light show. This is a once in a lifetime chance to celebrate this great accomplish-
ment of being part of this great community and worshiping here for 150 years! We will begin with Mass offered by Most 
Rev. Charles Thompson, Archbishop of Indianapolis on Saturday, September 14. Please mark your calendars and plan to 
join the PARTY! We will also be doing a couple of other things during the summer to commemorate this occasion:  

 We are planning to help build a home for the Ecuador Mission that parishioner, Matt Braun supports 
 We will have a 3 Day Parish Mission to build up our Spirituality and make us excited about being a Catholic! 

 Please keep an eye out for more information on all of these upcoming events. If you would like to make a donation 
to these events please let Stephanie Garst know. Our goal is to financially support these events with sponsorships from 
parishioners and parish groups and not cost the parish anything from the yearly budget. LETS PARTY!!    



Knocking on the Door of Jesus 
 Shortly after Pope Francis was elected pope, the Vatican published the exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel. A 
particular line in that document resonated with my husband, Mark, and me.  It was the challenge to, “…to go forth from 
our own comfort zone in order to reach all the “peripheries” in need of the light of the Gospel.” As we looked at our lives, 
he in a law practice and I as a home schooling mother, we felt isolated in our comfortable social circle and were 
challenged to find ways of meeting those in need. As a result, he started volunteering at a soup kitchen and I at a food 
pantry.  This was meaningful work, but God had something more planned for us.   
 After being appointed to fill a retired judge’s seat in Madison County, Mark found himself with a strong challenger 
in the spring primary in 2016.  Never having run for political office or involving ourselves in politics in any way, we found 
ourselves scrambling for good advice.  The most sensible thing we heard, was, “Go door to door. Meet people.”  We 
quickly printed a brochure and ordered some pens with his name on them and started knocking on doors in 
neighborhoods in our county.  Often people were not home, but when they were, we discovered they were grateful for 
our information about the judicial race that spring.  As the days passed and we knocked on more and more doors, I 
realized what Mark and I were doing was far more than talking, we were listening.  We listened to lonely, elderly 
residents who were full time caregivers for confined spouses.  We listened to parents whose children or grandchildren 
were addicted to drugs. We listened to those who were raising their grandchildren, or were suffering watching their 
children go through a painful divorce.  We knocked on the door of people who were angry at their elected officials, the 
political process, or even the entire system they felt had left them behind.  We always left them with a brochure and a 
pen, but what they left us with was the realization that us knocking on that door gave us the opportunity to meaningfully 
engage with our neighbor who we never would have met otherwise.  We could not solve their problems, but we could be 
attentive and give them the honor of being heard.  The crazy election we found ourselves in was our way to, “…go forth 
from our own comfort zone,” as Pope Francis challenged us to do.  It was the reason to knock on the door.  We were not 
just knocking on the door of potential voters, we were knocking on the door of Jesus in disguise.  By the time we reached 
the November election, we not only knocked on thousands of doors, we wrote hundreds of handwritten letters to 
absentee voters, and listened to dozens of stories.  As disgusted as we were with the political process, we humbly 
admitted we never would have engaged with the people who lived in our county as meaningfully, but for that campaign.  
 While I never have missed the campaign, I have pondered how to capture that reason to meet my neighbors 
which the campaign provided.  It occurred to me that if we at St. Thomas wanted to go forth in a similar way, perhaps we 
could invite people to the many activities we have at St. Thomas on a weekly and monthly basis.  Perhaps we could create 
an inviting brochure, buy some pens, and go door to door meeting our neighbors?  Over the last few months we have 
been trying to create just such a brochure.  We are excited about having a reason to knock on some more doors, meet 
the neighbors who surround St. Thomas, and hear their stories.  This is not a ministry for the faint of heart, but we hope it 
will be deeply meaningful and a blessed opportunity to meet Jesus in our neighbor.  We hope some of you will feel called 
to join us. 

Christine Dudley 

“Send forth Your Spirit” Outreach Opportunities 
Ecuador Mission Trip – Through parishioner Matt Braun, St. Thomas has been blessed with an opportunity to join Nativity and 
St. Jude Catholic Church from Indianapolis for meaningful, tangible service in an area of extreme poverty in Ecuador.  Opportu-
nities for every skill level and talent are available from basic construction to sewing machine repair to financial support.  If you 

find your heart burning within you, speak with Matt Braun about how you can help.  This year’s missionaries travel in July. 
   

Love Inc of Greater Hancock County works as a Christian based clearing house matching volunteers to those in need in Han-
cock County.  They assist with everything from filling requests for handicap accessible ramps for families to providing loving 
Christian homes for a short period of time for children of families in crisis through their affiliation with Safe Families.  If you 

would like more information about volunteering talk to Christine Dudley or Deacon Frank, or contact Love Inc. directly at 317-
468-6300. 

 
Let’s get to know our neighbors better!  Join fellow St. Thomas parishioners going door to door meeting those in our parish 
boundaries and inviting them to the many activities we offer here at St. Thomas.  This is truly an opportunity to listen and 

knock on the door of Jesus.  
  

For more information about these ministry opportunities or to share a way you are serving outside our doors with your St. 
Thomas community, please contact Christine Dudley @765-779-4547 or dudleyathome@frontier.com. 



Father George 
Thank you for ministering to St. Thomas parish for the past 6 years.  You came here in July 2013.  
You’ve walked with us through many Sacraments, festivals, a few ministry meetings, and a dunk 

tank or two.  We wish you great blessings and safe travels. 


