
 

St. Thomas the Apostle, Fortville 
“My Lord, and my God”        May 31, 2020         Pentecost Sunday 

 Pastor:  Fr. Robert J. Hankee 
 Email:  frrob@stthomasfortville.com 
 Emergency: 812-736-4275  

Baptism: All Baptisms are scheduled through the 
Parish Office.  

Reconciliation: Half hour before the Saturday 5 pm 
Mass & Sunday 10:45 am Mass or by                                   
appointment.                                                             

First Eucharist: Preparation for first Eucharist                  
occurs in the 2nd grade religious education class. 

Confirmation: Prepared during the Freshman year 
of High School  

Matrimony: A six month preparation prior to the 
wedding is required. Please contact the Parish Of-
fice. 

Anointing the Sick: Please call the Parish Office to 
request anointing before a surgery or during any   
serious illness, or to request a hospital or nursing 
home  visit.  

Rite of Christian initiation of Adults: RCIA: 
This program addresses the needs of adults who 
wish to learn more about the Catholic Faith. Please            
contact the Religious Education office. 

Staff 
Deacon Tony Lewis 
317-777-1430 aelewis73@gmail.com 
 

Administrator of Religious Ed: Theresa Werking 
317-485-5103 religioused@stthomasfortville.com 
 

Director Of Liturgy & Choir: Stephanie Garst  
317-407-7257 sbgarst@gmail.com 

 
Secretary/Bookkeeper: Diane Brady 
317-485-5101 secretary@stthomasfortville.com 
 
Social Media Coordinator: Mandy McAlarney 
stthomasfortvillesocialmedia@gmail.com 
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to you today,                 

whether you are visiting us for the first time or have chosen St. 

Thomas Church as your parish .  We pray that the Lord will 

continue to bless you as you desire to serve Him 

If you are interested in becoming a Parishioner here at 
St. Thomas, Please contact the Parish Office at:                       
317-485-5101 or secretary@stthomasfortville.com 

 

 

 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.  
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  

Parish Office  317-485-5101 523 S. Merrill 
Street, Fortville, IN  46040 

 OFFICE HOURS  
 Tue - Friday          8:30 am to 4:.30 pm 

 Mass Schedule  
 Saturday   5:00 pm      
 Sunday   8:00 am & 10:45 am 
 Tue & Wed      6:30 pm 
 Thursday & Fri       12:00 Noon   

 Monday Rosary        7.30 pm 

Bible Study: Sun. 9:15am, Mon. 6:30pm & Thurs. 1:30pm               
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Mass Intentions 

Let Us Pray, Lord, in your loving mercy please bless 
your servants who are in need of healing and strength:                          
Chad Brady,  Kim Garst, Sue Hurrle, Msg. Paul Koetter, Marva 
Paula,  Carolyn Reed, Gale Smith, Bill Stephens, Brett Vail, 
Donna Vogt 
All the sick and suffering from  our parish, those serving in 
the military, and our homebound,  hospitalized and 
nursing home  residents. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord, 
Amen. 

 The Sanctuary Candle near our Tabernacle 
burns this week: 

In Memory of Dickie Gehring 
By Faith Martinez 

If you would like to have the 14 day Candle dedicated 
for someone living or deceased, or for a special intention, 
please contact the Parish Office. The offering is $10.00 

First Friday Adoration                               
of the Most Blessed Sacrament 

  Friday, June 5, 2020 
       2pm—4pm in the church 

Please contact or stop by the Parish Office to let us 

know that you will be coming to the church for  

Adoration.   

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Monday: Gn 3: 9-15, 20; Jn 19: 25-34                                                                          
Tuesday: 2 Pt 3: 12-15a, 17-18; Mk 12: 13-17                                      
Wednesday: 2 Tm 1: 1-3, 6-12; Mk 12: 18-27                                  
Thursday: 2 Tm 2: 8-15; Mk 12: 28-34                                               
Friday: 2 Tm 3: 10-17; Mk 12: 35-37                                                    
Saturday: 2 Tm 4: 1-8; Mk 12: 38-44                                                           
Sunday: Ex 34: 4b-6, 8-9; 2 Cor 13: 11-13; Jn 3: 16-18  

Offerings for the week of May 1 2020 
Sunday Collection:         $956.00 
Online Giving:           $2,145.00 
(online giving will now be reported weekly) 
 
Weekly Collection needed for Budget 
Including Online Giving  $4,135.00 
 

Thank you for your stewardship  
to St. Thomas the Apostle. 

June 2, Tuesday 6:30 pm Mass  
Frank Holzer by Bill & Stephanie Garst 
June 3, Wednesday  6:30 pm Mass    
Doug Ley by Bill & Stephanie Garst 
June 4, Thursday 12:00 Noon Mass 
Frank Brady by Tony & Kim Garst 
June 5, Friday 12:00 Noon Mass 
Doug Ley by  The Beads 
June 6, Saturday 5:00 pm Mass 
Beulah Stapperfenne by Len & Donna Vogt 
June 7, Sunday 8:00 am Mass 
St. Thomas Parishioners 
June 7, Sunday 10:45 am Mass 
Frank Brady by Joe & Jonnie Gehring 

From the Messy Desk of Fr. Rob  

Dear Parishioners: 

The Feast of Pentecost brings to a close the Easter Season, 
and what an Easter Season it has been.  The Church is open 
for private prayer and devotions.  On Tuesday, June 2, we 
will resume Weekday Mass.  The celebration of Mass will 
take place Tuesday and Wednesday, at 6:30pm; and Noon 
on Thursday and Friday.  All Masses, for the time being, will 
be taking place in the Parish Hall.  The primary reason is that 
the Hall is easier to clean and sanitize.  This arrangement is 
temporary. 
 
This week the Parish Staff, members of the Parish Council, 
certain designees, and myself will be making phone calls to 
each registered household.  This is in preparation for the 
resumption of Sunday Mass, which is scheduled to begin the 
weekend of June 13 and 14.  It is also an opportunity for us 
to connect with one another. 
 
The Archdiocese is now allowing for groups to meet on 
Church campuses.  Anyone attending meetings that take 
place on St. Thomas property will still be under the guide-
lines of social distancing as well as following cleaning and 
sanitization procedures. 
 
The Archdiocese is now allowing for Holy Communion to be 
distributed outside the celebration of Mass.  If you would 
like to receive Holy Communion at your home, please call 
the Parish Office and arrangements will be made. 
 
The plan to reopen St. Thomas the Apostle Church and for 
the resumption of public liturgies has been mailed to each 
household, as well as emailed, and posted on our Parish 
Website and Facebook Page.  If you did not receive a copy in 
the mail, you may access the plan via the Parish Website and 
Facebook Page, or call the Parish Office for a hard copy to be 
mailed to you. 
 
Please stay safe and healthy and keep praying for one anoth-
er and checking in with each other.   
Fr. Rob 

Happy Birthday 
Sunday, May 31: Kristy Helmer                                 
Monday, June 1: Sheryl Vail 
Tuesday, June 2: Tony Miles 
Wednesday, June 3: Rusty Eastman, Chris Miles                   
Thursday, June 4: Avery Keefe 
Friday, June 5: Laura Vest 
Saturday, June 6: Joseph Alexander, Lou Hurrle,  
Steven Miller,  

A  Special Happy 18th Anniversary  
of Ordination to Priesthood  

 Fr. Rob Hankee 
Monday, June 1st 



Religious Education 
 
Can you believe that another year of RE has come and gone?  School is out.  Ordinarily, we would be hav-
ing graduation parties and then scattering to the four corners for the summer.  We say “I can’t believe it’s 
the end of May already.  Where did the time go?”  Time did move differently this spring but time does 
move on no matter how we have to live our lives.  I’ve been thinking about all that we have been through 
since roughly the beginning of March.  It’s been three months of Covid-19 precautions, stay at home or-
ders, news, speculation, and the “didn’ts”. I have Covid-19 Fatigue. I think that even in the midst of some 
pretty sudden, sweeping, and scary changes there were silver linings, bright spots and blessings, too.  I do 
believe that the blessings will ultimately outweigh the bad junk.   
 
When things like this happen I always think of the scripture from Ecclesiastes 3:1-11… “There is an appointed time for 
everything” (attached).  Most of us are familiar with these verses. I think that through these last few weeks most of us 
have experienced a time for all of the things listed in the verses, even a time to kill.  I have washed my hands and disin-
fected so much that I am sure I’ve killed millions of germs.  We’ve also planted gardens, sewn masks, mourned so much, 
laughed so hard, embraced and, due to the quarantine, probably shunned each other a little, too.   
 
I especially like the lines at the end of this passage right now.    “What profit is there to the worker from that in which he 
toils? I have seen the task which God has given the sons of men with which to occupy themselves.”  What will we “profit” 
from all that we have “toiled”?    What have we learned from all that we have experienced about ourselves, our families, 
our communities, and society during the pandemic?  The learning curve has been steep and fast.  I read this scripture this 
morning before I started writing to you.  I started wondering if there is a time for everything and everything happened, 
then what?  I kept reading Ecclesiastes 3:12-22.  I’m no theologian but I think part of it is saying that everything is as it 
should be and we have to take all the lessons we’ve learned from all that we’ve experienced and act…rightly.  What does 
acting “rightly” mean?  I think in the case of the health crisis it means more patience, kindness and selflessness. Only God 
knows what the future holds for us as we move forward.   Learning how to navigate reopening the church, reuniting with 
family and friends, witnessing the hardship of those who have lost loved ones, income and comfort during the health cri-
sis will bring happiness, rejoicing, challenges and painful moments.  God will test us but he has provided us with the les-
sons and knowledge we need to become accustomed to what will be normal again.     
 
I don’t think I need to tell you that there will be changes to how we attend school and church, go to work, shop, clean, 
and so on.  Some of it will be good. Some of it will be amazing.  And, some will be awful.  I expect that Faith Formation 
will have some changes in the fall, too.  We will keep you posted.  First, though, LET’S TALK ABOUT VBS… 
 
We are going to have “VBS IN A BOX”!!  I couldn’t let this summer slip by without having VBS.  We will pack a box for each 
of our Vacationers to take home.  The boxes will contain 3 or 4 packets with a complete activity to do every few 
days.  We will focus on a bible story, a saint and a signature craft project as usual.  We will record a segment to be posted 
with a lesson and the craft or activity to follow along with at home.  We will even have a “Zoom Sing-A-Long” with Steph-
anie and maybe some surprise back-up singers.  The boxes will be distributed at a special “Ice Cream Social Drive Thru” 
event.   The date will be announced in a future email. 
 
I hope you will read the attached scripture and reflect on it and reflect on all of the things that you have experienced in 
the haze of your Covid-19 Fatigue during the Spring of 2020.  I hope you will make some interesting spiritual observations 
and  discoveries.  I did.  Have a safe summer! 
 
Love and blessings to you all, 
 
Theresa Werking 
Administrator of Faith Formation 
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
523 S. Merrill Street 
Fortville IN 46040 
Office: 317-485-5103 
Cell: 317-372-4493 
religioused@stthomasfortville.com  

 

Therefore, neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who 
causes the growth. 

1 Corinthians 3: 7 

mailto:religioused@stthomasfortville.com


A Time for Everything 
There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event under heaven— 

 
A time to give birth and a time to die; 

A time to plant and a time to uproot what is planted. 
 

A time to kill and a time to heal; 
A time to tear down and a time to build up. 

 
A time to weep and a time to laugh; 

A time to mourn and a time to dance. 
 

A time to throw stones and a time to gather stones; 
A time to embrace and a time to shun embracing. 

 
A time to search and a time to give up as lost; 

A time to keep and a time to throw away. 
 

A time to tear apart and a time to sew together; 
A time to be silent and a time to speak. 

 
A time to love and a time to hate; 

A time for war and a time for peace. 
 

What profit is there to the worker from that in which he toils? I have seen the task which God has given the sons of men 
with which to occupy themselves. 

 

God Set Eternity in the Heart of Man 
11  He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that man will not find out 

the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end. 
 

12  I know that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good in one’s lifetime; 13  moreover, that every man 
who eats and drinks sees good in all his labor—it is the gift of God. 14  I know that everything God does will remain forever; 

there is nothing to add to it and there is nothing to take from it, for God has so worked that men should fear Him. 15  That 
which is has been already and that which will be has already been, for God seeks what has passed by. 

 
16  Furthermore, I have seen under the sun that in the place of justice there is wickedness and in the place of righteousness 
there is wickedness. 17  I said to myself, “God will judge both the righteous man and the wicked man,” for a time for every 
matter and for every deed is there. 18  I said to myself concerning the sons of men, “God has surely tested them in order for 
them to see that they are but beasts.” 19  For the fate of the sons of men and the fate of beasts is the same. As one dies so dies 
the other; indeed, they all have the same breath and there is no advantage for man over beast, for all is vanity. 20  All go to 
the same place. All came from the dust and all return to the dust. 21  Who knows that the breath of man ascends upward 

and the breath of the beast descends downward to the earth? 22  I have seen that nothing is better than that man should be 
happy in his activities, for that is his lot. For who will bring him to see what will occur after him? 


