
 

St. Thomas the Apostle, Fortville 
“My Lord, and my God”         July 19, 2020       Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Pastor:  Fr. Robert J. Hankee 
 Email:  frrob@stthomasfortville.com 

 Emergency: 812-736-4275  

Baptism: All Baptisms are scheduled through the 
Parish Office.  

Reconciliation: Half hour before the Saturday 5 pm 
Mass & Sunday 10:45 am Mass or by                                   
appointment.                                                             

First Eucharist: Preparation for first Eucharist                  
occurs in the 2nd grade religious education class. 

Confirmation: Prepared during the Freshman year 
of High School  

Matrimony: A six month preparation prior to the 
wedding is required. Please contact the Parish Of-
fice. 

Anointing the Sick: Please call the Parish Office to 
request anointing before a surgery or during any   
serious illness, or to request a hospital or nursing 
home  visit.  

Rite of Christian initiation of Adults: RCIA: 
This program addresses the needs of adults who 
wish to learn more about the Catholic Faith. Please            
contact the Religious Education office. 

Staff 
Deacon Tony Lewis 
317-777-1430 aelewis73@gmail.com 
 

Administrator of Religious Ed: Theresa Werking 
317-485-5103 religioused@stthomasfortville.com 
 

Director Of Liturgy & Choir: Stephanie Garst  
317-407-7257 sbgarst@gmail.com 

 
Secretary/Bookkeeper: Diane Brady 
317-485-5101 secretary@stthomasfortville.com 
 
Social Media Coordinator: Mandy McAlarney 
stthomasfortvillesocialmedia@gmail.com 
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to you today,                 

whether you are visiting us for the first time or have chosen St. 

Thomas Church as your parish .  We pray that the Lord will 

continue to bless you as you desire to serve Him 

If you are interested in becoming a Parishioner here at 
St. Thomas, Please contact the Parish Office at:                       
317-485-5101 or secretary@stthomasfortville.com 

 

 

 

"Brothers and sisters: The Spirit comes to the aid                                   
of our weakness" Rom. 8:26  

Parish Office  317-485-5101 523 S. Merrill 
Street, Fortville, IN  46040 

 OFFICE HOURS  
 Tue - Friday          8:30 am to 4:.30 pm 

 Mass Schedule  
 Saturday   5:00 pm      
 Sunday   8:00 am & 10:45 am 
 Tue & Wed      6:30 pm 
 Thursday & Fri       12:00 Noon   
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Let Us Pray, Lord, in your loving mercy please bless 
your servants who are in need of healing and 
strength: Mike Ferris, Kim Garst, Sue Hurrle, Msg. Paul 
Koetter, Faith Martinez, Darron Sparks,  Kenneth Stank, 
Steve  Wethington, Jerry Whitaker, Shawn Young 
 
All the sick and suffering from  our parish, those 
serving in the military, and our homebound, 
hospitalized and nursing home  residents. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord, 
Amen. 

 The Sanctuary Candle near our Tabernacle 
burns this week: 

In Memory of Dickie Gehring 
By Tony & Kim Garst 

If you would like to have the 14 day Candle dedicated 
for someone living or deceased, or for a special inten-
tion, please contact the Parish Office. The offering is $10.00 

Criterion:  if you are not receiving the Indianapolis Arch-
diocese weekly publication of  The Criterion and would like 
to , please contact Diane in the church office at                           
317-485-5102 or email: secretary@stthomasfortville com 

Offerings for the week of July 12, 2020 
Sunday Collection:      $1,498.00 
Online Giving:           $1,270.00 
(online giving will now be reported weekly) 
 
Weekly Collection needed for Budget 
Including Online Giving  $4,135.00 
 

Thank you for your stewardship  
to St. Thomas the Apostle. 

Mass Intentions 

July 21, Tuesday 6:30 pm Mass  
LuLu Mae Vogt by Len & Donna Vogt 

July 22, Wednesday  6:30 pm Mass    
LuLu Mae Vogt by Len & Donna Vogt 

July 23, Thursday 12:00 Noon Mass 
YuJin Lee (Special Intention) by Clara Stanley 

July 24, Friday 12:00 Noon Mass 
Gale Smith by Faith Martinez 

July 25, Saturday 5:00 pm Mass 
Fr. Jerry Kirkhoff by Jon Smith  

July 26, Sunday 8:00 am Mass 
Raymond Sirosky by The Rosary Group 

July 26,  Sunday 10:45 am Mass 
St. Thomas Parishioners 

 Ministry Schedule 

                  Saturday, July 25, 5:00 pm  
Ushers           Diane Doty, Leesa Lowder 
Lectors           Ted Minch 
Euch. Min.    Deacon Tony 
     

  Sunday, July 26, 8:00 am 
Ushers            Rob Rhinesmith, Mark Chatterson 
Lector            Chad Hanna 
Server              
Euch. Min.     Deacon Tony  
Gifts             
 

     Sunday, July 26, 10:45 am 
Ushers            Dave & Amy Flora 
Lector            Wes Nicholson 
Server               
Euch. Min.      Deacon Tony  
Gifts              

Activities for the week of  July 19— July 25 

Sunday              

Monday           7:00 pm Pray the Rosary (Prayer Garden) 

Tuesday           7:00 pm Finance Building & Grounds 

Wednesday     7:00 pm Parish Council 

Thursday          

Friday               

Saturday          

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

Sunday: Wis 12: 13, 16-19; Rom 8: 26-27; Mt 13: 24-43                          
Monday: Mi 6: 1-4, 6-8; Mt 12: 38-42                                                                      
Tuesday: Mi 7: 14-15, 18-20; Mt 12: 46-50 
Wednesday: Sg 3: 1-4b; Jn 20: 1-2, 11-18                                  
Thursday: Jer 2: 1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Mt 13: 10-17                             
Friday: Jer 3: 14-17; Mt 13: 18-23                                               
Saturday: 2 Cor 4: 7-15; Mt 20: 20-28                                                  
Sunday: 1 Kgs 3: 5, 7-12; Rom 8: 28-30; Mt 13: 44-52  

Happy Birthday 
Sunday, July 19:  Carrie Bilyou, Robert Ward             
Monday, July 20: Taylor Chatterson 
Tuesday, July 21: Shane DeWael, Abigail Dunham, 
Raechel Patton 
Wednesday, July 22: Frank Noland, Carolyn Staley 
Thursday, July 23: Vincent Buck, Teresa Dudley, Jane 
Kenipe 
Friday, July 24:  
Saturday, July 25: Erin VanSickle 
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From the messy Desk of Fr. Rob 

Dear Parishioners: 
 
After much discernment in prayer and listening, I have 
made the decision to cancel this year’s Parish Festival.  
The Raffle, Quilt Raffle, and Online Silent Auction will 
still take place.  Our gaming license, which allows for us 
to have the two raffles, is only good for August 1, 2020.  
So, either we use it or lose it.  The Raffle and Quilt 
Raffle will have their drawing following the 5pm Satur-
day Mass, on August 1st.  The Silent Auction will primar-
ily take place online.    
 
The primary focus of our festival is not about money, 
but rather it is about building community.  It is an op-
portunity for us to invite others to our parish home and 
share the joy and love of Christ through food, fellow-
ship, games, and entertainment.  It is a treasured event 
that requires much work and sacrifice from so many.  I 
am grateful for the joy that is created by the festival 
leadership team and the many volunteers who come 
together to prepare for and host such a wonderful 
event.  While I am sadden to make the decision to can-
cel this year’s festival, I am also at peace knowing that 
this is the right decision.   
 
The safety and health of our parishioners and commu-
nity is a top priority.  It is not just our physical health 
that I am concerned about, but also our spiritual and 
mental health.  These days of pandemic create many 
challenges and obstacles for us as we strive to address 
each of these needs.  The good news is that it is not up 
to you or me to overcome these challenges or remove 
these obstacles on our own.  That is what God is for, 
and we will continue to rely on His guidance and 
strength.  God has a plan, whatever that may be, and 
He invites us to be a part of it.   
 
St. Theresa of Calcutta was fond of teaching, “Do some-
thing beautiful for God”.  In these times of pandemic, 
we have the opportunity each day to do just that.  
These acts may take the form of familiarity or they may 
be done in new and different ways.  With each mo-
ment of every day, there is an opportunity.  Let us not 
give in to the challenges and obstacles before us but 
rather let us look at them as opportunities for us to do 
something beautiful for God. 
 
Fr. Rob 

Religious Education 
While you are all on summer break, the Office of Faith For-
mation is busy making plans for the coming program year.  
Here are some upcoming dates to remember: 

August 15 – Catechetical Team Retreat and 
Workshop 
August 16 – Registration 9:00 - Noon 
August 23 – Registration 9:00 - Noon 
August 30 – Confirmation Kick Off and Parent 
Meeting  
September 8 - RCIA Info Night and Reunion 
September 13 – Classes Start (Virtual Welcome Back)  
October 2 – RCIA Sessions Begin 
October 4 –Rosary Sunday Workshop in a Box 
 
Watch for 2020-2021 registration forms to be sent out by 
email or stop by the office to fill them out.  Registration 
forms will be posted on the website soon.  Don’t hesitate 
to contact the office with questions regarding any of our 
formation programs throughout the summer.  
 
The winner of the “VBS in a Box” door prize is Gabe Olney.  
Gabe will receive a gift card to Libby’s Ice Cream and Gifts 
in fabulous downtown Fortville.  Congratulations Gabe and 
thank you to all of our “VBS in a Box” vacationers.  It was a 
lot of fun.  Next year we are planning our circus themed 
VBS.  Can’t wait! 
 
Our catechetical team will meet for a retreat and workshop 
on Saturday, August 15 at 9:00 AM.  We will begin with a 
continental breakfast, fellowship and a prayer reflection for 
the Feast of the Assumption.  This gathering will include 
our RE catechists, RCIA Team, and bible study leaders.  If 
you feel the call to catechetical leadership or youth minis-
try leadership please contact the office of Faith Formation.  
We would love to have you join us on this journey.  There 
are many chances to our approach this year.  Your input is 
important.  We will finish by noon.  
 
When you or your child attends sessions at our parish, 
please know we are taking every reasonable precaution to 
prevent the spread of the corona virus.  While no ordinary 
measures can prevent contagion 100%, we are confident 
that our arrival/dismissal procedures, the social distancing 
employed in classrooms/shared spaces and our cleaning 
protocols between sessions will go a long way toward mak-
ing our parish a safe place to grow in the Faith.  Please be 
attentive to all communications and updates about our 
parish faith formation program so that, together, we can 
help our precious children be physically and spiritually 
healthy. 
Godspeed,  

Theresa 

Community Rewards Program For                                                         
St. Thomas Youth Group 

If you shop at Kroger, did you know that St. Thomas receives a 
percentage in the form of a quarterly check which goes to help 
support our Youth Ministry Program?    
If you have already signed up, thank you for 
supporting this awesome rewards program.   
If you have not signed up, it is very easy to do,  
just go to the website at:  http://www.kroger.com  go to Commu-
nity Rewards and either look for St. Thomas or put in our number 
which is IN985. 

If you would like help with this please feel free to call or stop by 
the church office.  

This quarter  (April 1 to June 30) we Earned $102.03 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:  
If you have any questions or are interested in 
RCIA (learning more about or joining the Catho-
lic faith)    you can contact the Office of Religious 
Education at: 485-5103 or by email at :                                                                       
religioused@stthomasfortville.com.  

Classes will begin in September  

http://www.kroger.com
mailto:religioused@stthomasfortville.com
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FESTIVAL FLASH 

                 RAFFLE 
We are still having the Raffle, so it’s more important 

than ever to sell those tickets! 

Additional tickets will be available after the masses 
or at the office during the week or by contacting 

Sally Tinnel 317-922-8021. 

So lets open that envelope of raffle tickets you                     
received and start selling! 

SELL! SELL! SELL!!!  
Due to not having any kind of social gathering 
for the Festival this year, we will be drawing 
our raffle winners immediately following the                

5:00 pm Mass on August 1. 

Only 2 more weeks till our Raffle drawing 

License # 002630          Date July 19, 2020 

FESTIVAL 

AUGUST 1, 2020 

We have decided not to have any kind 
of social gathering this year. We hope 

to see everyone again next year! 

SILENT AUCTION 
We are trying something new this year,  
the Silent Auction Items will be 
displayed online with bidding 
available online. Sue would like to 
remind everyone that if you have some-
thing to donate to the Silent Auction  
(whether it is a complete basket or some items to help fill a 
basket) please bring them to the Parish Office Tuesday through 
Friday 9am-4pm or contact Sue at 317-485-6904. Sue would 
appreciate all items to be here no later than July 22nd so she can 
get them ready to go for online display by July 25. If you need 
her to pick up your item just give her a call. 


