
 

St. Thomas the Apostle, Fortville 
“My Lord, and my God ”       January 24, 2021     Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 Pastor:  Fr. Robert J. Hankee 
 Email:  frrob@stthomasfortville.com 
 Emergency: 812-736-4275  

Baptism: All Baptisms are scheduled through the 
Parish Office.  

Reconciliation: Half hour before the Saturday 5 pm 
Mass & Sunday 10:45 am Mass or by                                   
appointment.                                                             

First Eucharist: Preparation for first Eucharist                  
occurs in the 2nd grade religious education class. 

Confirmation: Prepared during the Freshman year 
of High School  

Matrimony: A six month preparation prior to the 
wedding is required. Please contact the Parish                      
Office. 

Anointing the Sick: Please call the Parish Office to 
request anointing before a surgery or during any   
serious illness, or to request a hospital or nursing 
home  visit.  

Rite of Christian initiation of Adults: RCIA: 
This program addresses the needs of adults who 
wish to learn more about the Catholic Faith. Please            
contact the Religious Education office. 

Staff 
Deacon Tony Lewis 
317-777-1430 aelewis73@gmail.com 
 

Administrator of Religious Ed: Leah Sears 
317-485-5103 religioused@stthomasfortville.com 
 

Director Of Liturgy & Choir: Stephanie Garst  
317-407-7257 sbgarst@gmail.com 

 
Secretary/Bookkeeper: Diane Brady 
317-485-5101 secretary@stthomasfortville.com 
 
Social Media Coordinator: Mandy McAlarney 
stthomasfortvillesocialmedia@gmail.com 
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to you today,                 

whether you are visiting us for the first time or have chosen St. 

Thomas Church as your parish .  We pray that the Lord will 

continue to bless you as you desire to serve Him 

If you are interested in becoming a Parishioner here at 
St. Thomas, Please contact the Parish Office at:                       
317-485-5101 or secretary@stthomasfortville.com 

 

 

 

Jesus proclaimed: "This is the time of  fulfillment.  The kingdom                                     
of  God is at hand.  Repent and believe in the gospel."  

Parish Office  317-485-5101                           
523 S. Merrill Street, Fortville, IN  46040 

 OFFICE HOURS  
 Tue - Friday          8:30 am to 4:.30 pm 

 Mass Schedule  
 Saturday   5:00 pm      
 Sunday   8:00 am & 10:45 am 
 Tue & Wed      6:30 pm 
 Thursday & Fri       12:00 Noon   
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Let Us Pray, Lord, in your loving mercy please bless 
your servants who are in need of healing and 
strength:  Sue Brady,  Deb & Mike Ferris, Brooke Fure, Hudson 
Fure, Kim Garst, Barbara Hall,  Bruce Jacob, Genevieve Johnston, 
Virginia Kemerly,  Msg. Paul Koetter, Mark Lutchka, Richard 
Morgan,  Angela Rosales, David Schauff, John Steele, Steve & 
Kim Wethington  
All the sick and suffering from  our parish, those serving in 
the military, and our homebound, hospitalized 
and nursing home  residents. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord, 
Amen. 
 

 The Sanctuary Candle near our Tabernacle 
burns this week: 

In Memory of Priscia Lee Rose 
By Tony & Kim Garst  

 
If you would like to have the 14 day Candle dedicated 
for someone living or deceased, or for a special intention, please  
contact the Parish Office. The offering is $10.00  

Offerings for the week of January 17, 2021 
Weekly Sunday Collection:      $2,105.00 

Weekly Online Giving:           $1,580.00 

Total Weekly Giving:       $3,685.00 

Weekly Collection needed for  
 Budget $4,424.00 

 
Thank you for your stewardship  

to St. Thomas the Apostle. 
 

Mass Intentions 

January 26, Tuesday 6:30 pm Mass  
Dorothy McAllen by The McAllen Family 

January 27, Wednesday 6:30 pm Mass 

Mike Chatterson by The Chatterson Family  

January 28, Thursday 12:00 Noon Mass 
Dorothy McAllen by The McAllen Family  

January  29, Friday 12:00 Noon Mass  
Col. Philip Woller by Bonnie Sweeney 

January 30, Saturday 5:00 pm Mass 
Patricia Searle by Joe & Jonnie Gehring 

January 31, Sunday 8:00 am Mass 
Mike Chatterson by The Chatterson Family  

January 31, Sunday 10:45 am Mass 
St. Thomas Parishioners  

 

 Ministry Schedule 

             
             Saturday, January 30, 5:00 pm  
Ushers           Knights of Columbus 
Lectors           Knights of Columbus  
Euch. Min.    Knights of Columbus  
 
     

   Sunday, January 31, 8:00 am 
Ushers            Rick Garst, Matt Dickerson 
Lector            Paul Hayes 
Server              
Euch. Min.     Joan DeWael 
            
 

      Sunday, January 31, 10:45 am 
Ushers            Dave Flora, Joanna Flora 
Lector            Wes Nicholson 
Server               
Euch. Min.     Deacon Tony  

Activities for the week of  Jan 24— Jan 30 

Sunday             2:00 pm Confirmation Class 
Monday           6:00 pm Bible Study  

Tuesday           

Wednesday    7:00 pm  Parish Council 

Thursday          
Friday               
Saturday          

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Sunday: Jon 3: 1-5, 10; 1 Cor 7: 29-31; Mk 1: 14-20                                      
Monday: Acts 22: 3-16; Mk 16: 15-18                                                              
Tuesday: 2 Tim 1: 1-8; Mk 3: 31-35                                       
Wednesday: Heb 10: 11-18; Mk 4: 1-20                                                 
Thursday: Heb 10: 19-25; Mk 4: 21-25                                                
Friday: Heb 10: 32-39; Mk 4: 26-34                                                                               
Saturday: Heb 11: 1-2, 8-19; Mk 4: 35-41                                                                    
Sunday: Dt 18: 15-20; 1 Cor 7: 32-35; Mk 1: 21-28  

 February 17th Masses  

12:00 Noon, 5:30 PM & 7:00 PM 

RSVP Only 

Please see the sign –up sheets on the table as 
you leave mass or call the church office to 

reserve your seats 317-485-5101 
 

Old Palms  We will be collecting old Palms 
for the next few weeks. Please place your old 
Blessed Palms in the box provided.  

We will burn them to make ashes for Ash 
Wednesday. 



 OUR  CONDOLENCES To Mark & Joyce 
Gloudemans, who’s sister,  Deb Tewes, 
passed away January 12, 2021.  May her soul 
and the souls of the faithful departed through 
the mercy of God rest in peace.  
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From the Messy Desk of Fr. Rob  

 
Dear Parishioners: 
 

We are just over 3 weeks away from the beginning of the 
Lenten Season.   Ash Wednesday is February 17.  We will 
have 3 masses scheduled for that day:  Noon, 5:30pm, and 
7pm.  Once again, as we did for Christmas, we are asking 
you to reserve seats, as seating is limited due to Covid-19 
protocols.  You may sign up in person or by phone, 317-485-
5101.  Each mass will have the distribution of ashes, which 
everyone is welcomed to receive if they so choose.  Howev-
er, please note that the distribution of ashes will be con-
ducted in a different manner this year, again due to Covid-
19 restrictions. 
 
As a way of avoiding physical contact during the distribution 
of ashes, the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Disci-
pline of the Sacraments has set forth the following directive: 
“The Priest takes the ashes and sprinkles them on the head 
of each one without saying anything”.  The idea of sprinkling 
the ashes may be new for us, but this is how ashes are dis-
tributed in other countries, for instance Spain and Italy.  The 
Roman Missal only states that the minister “places ashes” 
and does not specify how.  The Congregation for Divine 
Worship explains this custom further: 
 
“Sprinkling ashes on the top of the head recalls the biblical 
practice of putting on ‘sackcloth and ashes’ as an act of pen-
ance.  For example, we read in the Book of Nehemiah: ‘On 
the twenty-fourth day of this month, the Israelites gathered 
together while fasting and wearing sackcloth, their heads 
covered with dust’ (Neh. 9:1).  While the custom in the USA 
has been to mark the forehead with a cross, sprinkling the 
ashes on the head has been used for centuries and remains 
the custom in other parts of the world such as Spain and 
Italy.  However the ashes are received, the interior repent-
ance expressed by this exterior act is at the heart of the ac-
tion.” 
 
More information on Lent will be forthcoming.  Have a 
Blessed Week! 
 
Fr. Rob 

 

It’s time to celebrate!  What are we celebrating?  
Birthdays!  I thought it would be fun to celebrate 
birthdays this year through the postal mail.  Who 
doesn’t love to get something fun in the mail?  
Our girls ask more frequently now if any of the 
mail is for them.  I still remember the feeling as a child 
when I received a card or a note in the mail.  Feeling such 
joy that I was so special and thought of by someone out-
side of our home. 

 

Some of your children may have already received a birth-
day post card in the mail from the Religious Ed office.  Did 
they notice the special message on the bottom right corner 
of the post card?  Please be sure to check that out if you 
haven’t already!  Birthdays are so special and should be 
celebrated, even if we can’t be together.  We are also cele-
brating “half” birthdays. 

 

Have your students been keeping track of their “Use and 
Waste” for our Peace Workshop that began on January 17?  
I am actually keeping track on mine each day that I am in 
the office.  It is such an easy process and it really shows 
how much I use and waste in a given day.  Did I mention 
that there are prizes?!  Your child can choose the length of 
time that they will keep track of their use and waste.  They 
can return their Inventory beginning January 24 or contin-
ue the process even longer.  The final day to return the 
completed inventory is February 28.  Prizes range any-
where from 10 points to 200 points.   

 

REDUCE: “Now, this is what the Lord has commanded.  
Gather as much of it (manna) as each needs to eat.”  Exo-
dus 16:16 

REUSE: “Whoever has two tunics should share with the 
person who has none.  And whoever has food should do 
likewise.” Luke 3:11 

RECYCLE: “Give and gifts will be given to you; a good meas-
ure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing, will 
be poured into your lap.”  Luke 6:38  

 

Peace, 

 

Leah 

Religious Education 

Director Job Opening 

The newly formed Fortville Area Resource Mission, (formerly the 
Fortville Christian Food Pantry), is looking for a Full-Time Direc-
tor. If you would like more information or would like to apply for 
this position,  please  go to their website: fortvillemission.org .  

 OUR  CONDOLENCES To Bob & Linda Ward,   
who’s sister-in-law, Anneth Ward, passed away 
January 11, 2021.  May her soul and the souls 
of the faithful departed through the mercy of 
God rest in peace.  

 

http://fortvillemission.org
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Happy Birthday 
Sunday, January 24:  
Monday, January 25: Jami Hart, 
Joseph Russell,  
Tuesday, January 26: Len Vogt 
Wednesday, January 27: YuJin Lee 
Thursday, January 28: Allison Hughey, 
Madeline Hughey, John Paez, Sandy Steele 
Friday, January 29:  
Saturday, : January 30:  

FOOD PANTRY  
St. Thomas Parish will be participating with other Fortville 
churches in providing  food for the next food box distribution 
scheduled for March 6th.   St. Thomas parishioners are asked 
to donate 600 boxes of  spaghetti Noodles.  

If you are able to help with this, please bring your spaghetti 
box donations to the church hall by February 28th.   

We have collected 475 boxes so far,  

Thank you for your generosity in helping those in need.  

 

Top 5 Reasons Recycling Matters 

1. Good for our economy  
American companies rely on recycling programs to provide the 
raw materials they need to make new products. 

2. Creates jobs  
Recycling in the U.S. is a $236 billion a year industry. More 
than 56,000 recycling and reuse enterprises use 1.1 million 
workers nationwide. 

3. Reduces waste  
The average American discards seven and a half pounds of garbage every day. Most 
of this garbage goes into to landfills, where it’s compacted and buried. 

4. Good for the environment  
Recycling requires far less energy, uses fewer natural resources, and keeps waste 
from piling up in landfills. 

5. Saves energy  
Recycling offers significant energy savings over manufacturing with virgin materials. 
Manufacturing with recycled aluminum cans uses 95% less energy. 


